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Our great concern with the Bihle undoubtedly is, to 
be made thereby "wise unto salvation;" and to this 
end we must he careful to reverence its authority; 
to understand and believe its doctrines ; and to apply 
its precepts. But we shall lose much that is bene- 
ficial if we fail, as we proceed, to observe and to 
admire its beauties; for if we pass unheeded its affect- 
ing incidents and vivid descriptions, and think that 
we must always look elsewhere for mental recreation, 
the study of the Sacred Volume will come to be re- 
garded, to our great disadvantage, only as an appointed 
task of solemn duty : thus the Scriptures will stand 
deprived of their chief hold and influence on the mind. 
A fresh attempt has therefore been made by the pub- 
lishers of these little volumes to point young eyes to 
objects of special interest in the Bible history, and to 
illustrate them by pictorial representations, to which 
sufQcient explanatory matter has been added. It will 
be seen that an able artist has been employed ; and it 
is hoped that the Book of Books, having been thus 
again explored and exhibited, will be opened by juve- 
nile inquirers wth a new zest ; leading to a cheerful 
study of the Scriptures, and conducing also to the best 
results of personal religion. 



THE CREATION OF MAN. 

Although man was made lord of this world of beings, 
he was not the first living inhabitant of the earth. It 
appears that the sea and the air were tenanted by their 
various orders of animals before the land brought forth 
its tribes, and that man was last of all put in possession 
of the new domain. Thus, the noblest* terrestrial work 
of God was reserved to complete creation; and it is to 
be noted, that the formation of the irrational creatures is 
related in a very concise and transient manner; whereas 
the creation of man is described more particularly, and 
is referred to several times in the first chapters of the 
Book of Genesis ; accompanied, too, with this highest mark 
of distinction, — that the Almighty made man in his own 
IMAGE. We shall never fully understand the vast import 
of this express declaration of Holy Writ, until that image, 
lost in the Fall, is restored in the future world. The Bible 
abounds with texts referring our origin to the Supreme 
Being, but the first and second chapters of Genesis supply 
the earliest historical particulars regarding it that we 
possess. 
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THE CREATION OF WOMAN. 

We are not informed how long Adam remained a solitary 
wanderer in the delicious groves of Eden, destitute of a 
companion to share his blessings and his state of moral 
responsibility. We find that, during the^terval, the tribes 
of animals were brought separately und^his notice, and 
thus his mind was employed in the contemplation of their 
various forms and habits, that he might distinguish them 
by name. It seems intimated by the sacred historian, that 
the comparative loneliness of Adam was a defect in his 
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condition, and one of which, probably, he was not uncon- 
scious. The needful partner of his life and possessions was 
therefore supplied, as related in the second chapter of 
Genesis. 



THE FALL. 

So, with sad emphasis and truth, we designate the first 
recorded incident in the lires of our common parents. 
Man, who had by his Creator been placed at the summit 
of human happiness — far above all other earthly beings, in 
nature, authority, and power — suddenly plunged beneath 
their level, and became a sinner ! It is still the chosen 
office of the Evil One thus to persuade and to deceive. 
His whispers, and the parleyings of a feebly-opposing con- 
science in the minds of those who are meditating disobe- 
dience, very much resemble the case of the wily Serpent 
and our mother Eve. First comes a sort of question : 
"Yea, hath God said that ye shall not?" Then a direct 
answer of the mind, not yet forgetful of a plain fact : " God 
hath said, ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, 
lest ye die." Now follows a downright denial of the 
threatened result, preparatory to the breach of a command : 
" Ye shall not surely die." Once more only is it needful 
to turn the ripe side of the temptation to the eye of the 
waverer, the fruit is plucked and quickly rolled, "as a sweet 
morsel, under the tongue." We are not told with what 
degree of relish these parents of disobedience partook of 
the forbidden fruit ; but we are aware that it is no part of 
the tempter's business to fulfil his promises, or to miti- 
gate the punishment of his victims. His purpose is best 
answered by causing disappointment the most poignant, 
and ruin, both deep and final. — Gen. ii. 
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ADAM AND EVE HIDE THEMSELVES. 

And now the happy freedom of innocence was exchanged 
for the fears and artifices of the guilty mind. The simple 
narrative of Scripture explains this subject fully* "And 
they heard the voice of the Lord God, walking in the garden 
in the cool of the day : and Adam and his wife hid them- 
selves from the presence of the Lord God amongst the 
trees of the garden. And the Lord God called unto Adam, 
and said unto him, Where art thou ? And he said, I heard 
thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was 
naked, and I hid myselfl And He said, Who told thee that 
thou wast naked ? Hast thou eaten of the tree whereof I 
commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat ? And the 
man said, The woman, whom thou gavest to be with me, 
she gave me of the tree, and I di(J eat. And tiie Lord God 
said unto the woman. What is this that thou hast done? 
And the woman said, The serpent beguiled me, and I did 
eat." — Gen. iii. 



ADAM AND EVE DRIVEN FROM PARADISE. 

The bowers of Eden were now, after a very short occu- 
pancy, as it seems, to be freed absolutely from their guilty 
tenants. Of the tree of death, they had fully tasted. The 
tree of life they would no doubt soon have plundered, and 
thus have grasped an earthly immortality, which they had 
forfeited by their transgression : but they were not allowed 
to attempt this. ** And the Lord God said,^ehold, the man 
is become as one of us, to know good and evil : and now, 
lest he put fortji his hand, and take also of the tree of life, 
and eat, and live for ever: Therefore the Lord God sent 
him forth from th^ garden of Eden, to till the ground from 
whence he was taken. So he drove out the man ; and he 
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placed at the east of the garden of Eden, cherubims, and 
a flaming sword, which turned every way, to keep the way 
of the tree of life." — Gen. iii. 



CAIN MURDERS HIS BROTHER ABEL. 

Although this event is the next instance of human trans- 
gression recorded in the Scriptures, it is not to be supposed 
that the period from the birth of these brothers to their 
manhood had elapsed, without any other suggestions of 
the tempter, or any further acts of disobedience in man. 
There were unquestionably previous grounds of the divine 
displeasure against Cain, though not stated, which made 
his oifering a vain or an offensive oblation. The record 
omits any intervening particulars, until resentment had 
ripened into rage and murderous revenge in the bosom of 
Cain. *' And Cain talked with Abel his brother: and' it 
came to pass, when they were in the field, that Cain rose 
up against Abel his brother, and slew him." The deed was 
done, and the Judge of quick and dead speedily arraigned 
the culprit "And the Lord said unto Cain, Where is 
Abel thy brother?" With the churlish impiety of an un- 
godly man, Cain replied to his Maker as he might have 
done to his fellow, not however without a lie upon his 
tongue, " I know not : am I my brother*8 keeper ? And 
He said, What hast thou done ? the voice of thy brother's 
blood crieth unto me from the ground. And now art thou 
cursed from the earth, which hath opened her mouth to 
receive thy brother's blood from thy hand. When thou 
tillest the ground, it shall not henceforth yield unto thee 
her strength. A fugitive and a vagabond shalt thou be in 
the eartli." — Gen. iv. 



NOAH WITH HIS FAMILY ENTER THE ARK. 

We are much more apt and ready to acknowledge God 
as our Maker, than to fear Him as one who can in a mo- 
ment visit us with destruction. This rolling planet of oursj^ 
whose face is so fair, and the turbulence of whose elements 
has been hushed for a while by Almighty power, still con- 
tains those might5F*7ngines of his will, which heave and 
mutter beneath the mountains, and break through at times, 
as impatient of control.* Fire and water are at our feet, 
and a little rent in their prison-walls would engulf a nation. 
But a little more than fifteen hundred years had elapsed 
since a disobedient pair had made light of sin. And now, 
" God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the 
earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his 
heart was only evil continually." The patience and for- 
bearance of God are great, but they are not like his power, 
unbounded. Their limits appeared when the Almighty 
said, " I will destroy man, whom I have created, from the 
face of the earth ; both man and beast" Yet it was not 
the will of God then absolutely to bripg to an end the 
world that he had made, but to begin anew by a single 
family of man, and of each tribe of animals, as at first. 
Noah, therefore, ** found grace in the eyes of the Lord." 
He was instructed to prepare a floating vessel for the pre- 
servation of himself and family, with the pairs of animals. 
And when all was ready, "They went*in unto Noah into 
the ark, two and two of all flesh ; and the Lord shut him 
in." — Gen. vii. 



THE DELUGE. 

So then the law given to the deep — to divide the waters 
from the waters, and to let the dry land appear — was sus- 
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pended, and mighty oceans rushed together once more in 
a chaotic mass, and carried every vestige of terrestrial life 
and order before them. The firmament no longer inter- 
posed between the watery stores above, and the floods below ; 
nor did the bed of the sea present its rocky barrier against 
the submarine element : for the fountains of the great deep 
were broken up ; the mountains were covered ; and all flesh 
died ! " And the flood was forty days upon the earth ; and 
the waters increased, and bare up the ark, and it was lift 
up above the earth." It appears that the flood continued 
increasing forty days, and that the period of its prevalence* 
was one hundred and fifty days ; but that the time from the i 

commencement of the inundation until the ground was dr>', ' 

was eleven months, or thereabouts ; for it was in the six hun- 
dredth year of Noah's life, in the second month, that the 
windows of heaven were opened ; and it was not till his -. 
six hundred and first year, in the first month, that Noah saw | 

no water when J>e looked forth from the ark. — Gen. vii. ' 



NOAH BUILDS AN ALTAR TO GOD. 

We read not only that Noah found grace in the eyes of 
the Lord, but also that he was a just man, and perfect in 
his generation, and that he "walked with God." N'ot- 
withstanding the imperfections of his character, which soon 
after appeared, his prevailing piety was shewn by his con- 
duct as soon as opportunity permitted after leaving the ark. 
He prepared for the visible worship of God, by building an 
altar to his name, and sacrificing thereon the bodies of 
animals, according to the usage which commenced with the 
sons of Adam. — " And the Lord smelled a sweet savour ; 
and the Lord said in his heart, I will not again curse tlie 
ground any more for man's sake." — Gen. viii. 
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THE COVENANT WITH NOAH. 

The race of man, now reduced to one single family, might 
have laboured so much under fear and uncertainty as to the 
recurrence of a flood, as to unfit them for the arrangements 
and toils of life, if the Almighty had not set their minds 
at rest on that matter, by the .express declaration of his 
promise to the contrary, in tlie text just quoted. This was 
further explained and confirmed by a gracious covenant 
with Noah, accompanied by favours and conditions of a new 
and remarkable kind. To Adam, the vegetable products 
alone were given for food, and we have no intimation that 
flesh vas at all used for that purpose by man until after 
the flood, when God said to the patriarch and his family, 
" The fear of you and the dread of you shall be upon every 
beast of the earth, and upon every fowl of the air, upon all 
that moveth upon the earth, and upon all the fishes of the 
sea ; into your hand are they delivered." And then follows 
the use and purport of this gift : "Every moving thing that 
liveth shall be meat for you ; even as the green herb have 
I given you all things." Here then was a new promise and 
new grants, visibly ratified by the beautiful figure of the 
rainbow, which accompanies the blessing of rain in its 
mildest and most genial form. " This is the token of the 
covenant which I make between you and every living crea- 
ture that is with you, for perpetual generations: I do set 
my bow in the cloud." — Gen. ix. 



THE TOWER OF BABEL. 

An OUT two hundred years after the flood, we find it stated 
that 'Hhe whole earth was of one language, and of one 
speech." It appears that the increase of the human family 
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had rendered necessary a vast migration, probably for 
the sake of food. " And it came to pass, as they jour- 
neyed from the east" [or eastward, as the margin has 
it], '* they found a plain in the land of Shinar ; and they 
dwelt there." It seems that the memory or tradition of the 
flood yet haunted them, and a plain which afforded no sort 
of safety in case of an inundation, perhaps suggested to the 
people the expediency of providing some remedy of their 
own for this deficiency ; — they would sooner trust to their 
own feeble powers than to the promise of God made to 
their father Noah. " And they said one to another. Go to, 
let us make brick, and burn them throughly. And they had 
brick for stone, and slime had they for mortar. And they 
said. Go to, let us build us a city and a tower, whose top 
may reach unto heaven ; and let us make us a name, lest we 
be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth." But 
God confounded their language, and they left off building 
the city. — Gen. xi. 

THE PROMISE OF A SON TO ABRAHAM. 

As Noah was selected from the men before the flood as a 
worshipper of the true God, so was Abraham from the 
fiimilies which succeeded it God said to him, " Get thee 
out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy 
father's house, unto a land that I will shew thee, and I will 
make of thee a great nation." But years passed away, and 
still Abraham had no son. Here, therefore, was the trial 
of his faith. The first promise of posterity had been made 
when he was seventy-five years old ; it was repeated when 
he was ninety-nine; and he believed God, and it was 
counted to him for righteousness. Notwithstanding the 
doubts of Sarah, God was true to his word, and she bore 
to Abraham his son Isaac when he was an hundred years 
old. — Gen. xxi. 
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LOT'S WIFE. 

Although God had promised that he would no more de- 
stroy the whole race of man hy a flood, he had not said that 
signal judgments on individuals, families, cities, and even 
nations, should not take place occasionally, to serve the ends 
of his moral government of the world. The sin of Sodom 
had exceeded the limits of divine forhearance, and notwith- 
standing the pathetic intercession of Ahraham, the city was 
doomed to the flames by a tempest of fire and brimstone. 
It was required of the whole family of Lot, who were by 
special mercy informed of the impending vengeance, that 
they should leave the devoted city, and should not so much 
as cast a lingering look behind, lest they should be con- 
sumed. But Lot's wife could not refrain from glancing, re- 
gretfully, her eye at the scene of fiery indignation. Her 
disobedience was instantly fatal : she underwent the change 
from life to death, and became a pillar of salt. — Gen. xix. 



ABRAHAM OFFERING UP ISAAC. 

The patriarch's abounding faith in God had been put to 
the test when the promise of a son was given under circum- 
stances the most unlikely in the usual course of nature. 
But the most severe and agonising trial yet remained for 
him ; and one in which the strongest parental feelings would 
be opposed to the act enjoined. This child of promise — 
this only solace of his old age, and on whom his whole 
expectations of posterity were placed — was commanded hy 
the express word of the Lord to be prepared and sacrificed 
as a burnt- offering on a not far distant mountain. It is 
remarkable that Abraham did not attempt on this occasion 
to object or intercede, as in the case of Sodom, nor to ask 
a postponement of the trial. He rose up early in the 
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morning, and proceeded with Isaac, and the needful accom- 
paniments, to the place of which Ood had told him. He 
took the fire in his hand, and a knife ; nor did the affecting 
question of the lad as to the victim, turn aside his mind 
for a moment Tlie transaction reached nearly the ex- 
treme point to which his faith could go : he stretched forth 
his hand, and took the knife to slay his son ! It was enough ; 
God required no more ; but by a voice from heaven stayed 
the weapon. His faith and duty had not been found want- 
ing; — a ram was caught by his horns in a neighbouring 
thicket, and the needful sacrifice was thus seasonably pro- 
vided. — Gen. xxii. 

REBEKAH GIVES WATER TO ABRAHAM'S 

SERVANT. 

This is a most beautiful picture of ancient eastern man- 
ners, and cannot be well represented but in the narrative of 
the Book of Genesis (chap. xxiv.). The patriarch, now a 
sojourner in the land of Canaan, where, as a stranger, he 
dwelt, being determined that his son should not marry 
a Canaanitish woman, despatched his trusty servant, or 
steward, to his own country, to select a wife for Isaac. The 
servant, like his master, was a godly man, and implored 
divine direction. " And he said, O Lord God of my mas- 
ter Abraham, I pray thee, send me good speed this day, and 
shew kindness unto my master Abraham. Let it come to 
pass that the damsel to whom I shall say. Let down thy 
pitcher, I pray thee, that I may drink ; and she shall say, 
Drink, and I will give thy camels drink also : let the same 
be she that thou hast appointed for thy servant Isaac. And 
it came to pass, before he had done speaking, that, behold, 
Rebekah came out. And the servant ran to meet her, and 
said, Let me, I pray thee, drink a little w^r of thy pitcher. 
And she said, Drink, my lord." By this token, it pleased 
God fully to answer the wish of the servant and his master. 
— Gen. xxiv. 
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ISAAC BLESSING JACOB. 

This is an affecting scener, and one in which the mingled 
good and evil of the patriarchal character is faithfully re- 
presented. It is to he home in mind that Esau, in a mo- 
ment of wantonness, thoughtlessnessj and fatigue, had, as far 
as his own act could do it, bartered away his birthright for 
a mess of pottage, a transaction equally disgraceful to both 
parties. To ratify, and render effectual this act, Rebekah, 
Jacob's mother, contrived for this, her favourite son, the 
means of deceiving her blind, aged, and perhaps imbecile 
husband, by personating Esau, who had by his father been 
despatched to the field for venison, to refresh his enfeebled 
powers, ere he summoned them to the task of pronouncing 
the prophetic blessing. Scarcely had Isaac poured forth 
the rich benediction on the party before him, when Esau 
iVtumed, and discovered the fraud, but too late to regain 
his right I have blessed him, said the aged father ; yea, 
and he shall be blessed. There is nothing in all ancient 
literature to equal this narrative in genuine pathos and 
simplicity. — Gen. xxviL 



JACOB'S DREAM. 

** And Jacob went out from Beersheba, and Went toward 
Haran. 'And he lighted upon a certain place, and tarried 
^ there all night, because the sun was set ; and he took of tlie 
stones of that place, and put them for his pillows, and lay 
down in that place to sleep. And he dreamed, and behold 
a ladder set upon the earth, and the top of it reached to 
heaven : and behold the angels of God ascending and de- 
scending on it And, behold, the Lord stood above it, 
and said, I am the Lord God of Abraham thy father, and 
the God of Isaac ; the land whereon thou liest, to thee will 
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I give it, and to thy seed : And thy seed shall he as the dust 
of the earth, and thou shalt spread abroad to the west, and 
to the east, and to the north, and to the south : and in thee 
and in thy seed shall all the families of the earth be blessed. 
And, behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee in all 
places whither thou goest, and will bring thee again into 
this laud; for I will not leave thee, until I have done that 
which I have spoken to thee of. And Jacob awaked out of 
his sleep, and he said, How dreadful is this place ! this is 
none other but the house of God, and this is the gate of 
heaven." — Gen. xxviii. 



JACOB WRESTLES WITH THE ANGEL. 

In this chapter, we find that Jacob, notwithstanding any 
advantage he had gained over his brother Esau, was now 
glad to humble himself before him, and to solicit his favour 
and forbearance, by presents and the lowest tones of sub- 
mission. Whilst he was in suspense in the night, previous 
to meeting his brother, a mysterious personage encountered 
him, with whom ITacob wrestled until the stranger touched 
a sinew of Jacob's limb, and disabled him by dislocating 
the joint "And he [the stranger], said Let me go, for the 
day breaketh. And he [Jacob] said, I will not let thee go, 
except thou bless me. And he said unto him, What is thy 
name ? And he said, Jacob. And he said, Thy name shall be 
no more called Jacob, but Israel ; for as a prince hast thou 
power with God and with men, and hast prevailed. And 
Jacob asked him, and said. Tell me, I pray thee, thy name. 
And he said. Wherefore is it that thou dost ask after my 
name? And he blessed him there. And Jacob called 
the name of the place Peniel [that is, the face of God] ; 
for I have seen God face to face, and my life is preserved." 
— Gen. xxxii. 
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JOSEPH'S DREAM. 

It is so well known that this virtuous and eminent patri- 
arch was his father's favourite son, that it is not necessary 
to explain the circumstances of his previous life, through 
which he became an object of jealousy to his not very 
amiable brethren. The matter is thus related: — "And," 
when he had told them his dreams, ''his father rebuked 
him, and said unto him. What is this dream that thou hast 
dreamed ? Shall I and thy mother and thy brethren indeed 
come to bow down ourselves to thee to the earth? And 
his brethren envied him ; but his father observed the say- 
ing:" nor did his brethren forget it : they soon conspired 
against him, and at last, by their mtftfns, 

JOSEPH IS SOLD INTO EGYPT. 

" And Joseph," by his father's command, "went after his 
brethren, and found them in Dothan. And when they saw 
him afar off, even before he came near unto them, they 
conspired against him to slay him. And they said one 
to another. Behold, this dreamer comM. Come now, 
therefore, and let us slay him, and cast him into some pit, 
and we will say, Some evil beast hath devoured him : and 
we shall see what will become of his dreams. And Reuben 
heard it, and he delivered him out of their hands, and said, 
Let us not kill him. And Reuben said unto them. Shed 
no blood, but cast him into this pit that is in the wilder- 
ness, and lay no hand upon him ; that he might rid him 
out of their hands, to deliver him to his father again. And 
it came to pass, when Joseph was come unto his brethren, 
that they stripped Joseph out of his coat, his coat of many 
colours that was on him ; and they took him, and cast him 
into a pit : and the pit was empty, there was no water in it. 
And they sat down to eat bread, and they lifted up their 
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^ yes and looked, and, behold, , a company of IshmeelUes 
• ame from Gilead with their camels bearing spicery and 
:.alm and myrrh, going to carry it down to Egypt. And 
. udah said unto his brethren, What profit is it if we slay 
jur brother, and conceal his blood? Come, and let us sell 
him to the Ishmeelites, and let not our hand be upon him ; 
for he is our brother, and our flesh. And his brethren were 
content: and sold Joseph to the Ishmeelites for twenty 
pieces of silver: and they brought Joseph into Egypt" — 
Gen. xxxvii. 



JOSEPH'S COAT BROUGHT TO HIS FATHER. 

His brothers little cared, nor knew 
That they should see him more ; 

But took his coat of many a hue. 
And steeped in crimson gore. 

Now sped they to their parents' home, 

All feigning sore distress ; 
" Alas ! with sorrow we are come, 

And bear this bloody dress ! 

"We thought, perchance, 'twas Joseph's coat. 

With stripes of varied wool ; 
We found it 'mid the wilds remote. 

Where ravening creatures prowl. 

" Say, father, dost thou know the vest : 
The size, the seam, the plaid ? " 

** Ah ! it is his — an evil beast 
Hath then devoured the lad ! 

" Console me not, my tears to save. 

Your words of comfort spare : 
I 'U take my sorrow to the grave, 

And end my mourning there." — Gen. xxxvii. 
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JOSEPH RESISTS TEMPTATION. 

The condition of Joseph, deserted and sold . by his bre- 
thren, seemed now hopeless ; nothing, apparently, was before 
him but a state of slavery the most galling, and that for life. 
But there was more in his dreams of a really prophetic cha- 
racter than either his brethren or himself understood at the 
time. This was his safety, that God was with Joseph, and 
directed a humane man, Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, to 
purchase the lad, by whom he was not only well treated, but 
advanced to the profitable dignity of overseer, or manager 
of his master's house and property. But now a new danger 
assailed Joseph, for Potiphar' s wife, not being a virtuous 
woman, laid snares for him, and tempted him to abuse the 
confidence of his master. But Joseph resisted, and reasoned 
with her, saying, '* How, then, can I do this great wicked- 
ness, and sin against God ? " — Gen. xxxix. 



JOSEPH PUT INTO PRISON. 

The criminal regard which Potiphar' s wife had entertained 
for Joseph, now that it was finally resisted by him, pre- 
sently turned into hatred, accompanied by a desire of 
revenge ; she, therefore, accused the innocent youth, to her 
lord, of the very crime of which she had in her own mind 
been guilty. The result was what she wished. "And it 
came to pass, when his master heard the words of his wife, 
which she spake unto him, saying, After this manner did 
thy servant to me; that his wrath was kindled. And 
Joseph's master took him, and put him into the prison, a 
place where the king's prisoners were bound : and he was 
there in the prison. But the Lord was with Joseph, and 
■hewed him mercy, and gave him favour in the sight of the 
keeper of the prison. And the keeper of the prison com- 
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mitted to Joseph's hand all the prisoners that were in the 
prison ; and whatsoever they did there, he was the doer of 
it. — Gen. xxxix. 



JOSEPH INTERPRETS DREAMS. 

Whether Joseph at all understood the meaning of his own 
dreams, we cannot tell ; hut it appears that, for the purpose 
of aiding and prospering his condition, God favoured him 
with a revelation of the import of dreams experienced hy 
others. The chief hutler and baker, two officers of Pharaoh's 
household, had given some offence to their lord the King of 
Eg^t, and they were imprisoned under Joseph's charge. 
Here, the same night, they both dreamed of circumstances 
which to them were inexplicable, so that, baffled and dis- 
composed, they appeared sad in countenance when Joseph 
visited them in the morning. On enquiring the cause, 
they confessed their dreams, and expressed anxiety for an 
interpretation. '' And Joseph said unto them. Do not in- 
terpretations belong unto God 7 tell me them, I pray you. 
And the chief butler told his dream to Joseph, and said to 
him, "In my dream, behold, a vine was before me; and 
in the vine were three branches : and it was as though it 
budded, and her blossoms shot forth; and the clusters 
thereof brought forth ripe grapes ; and Pharaoh's cup was 
in my hand : and I took the grapes, and pressed them into 
Pharaoh's cup, and I gave the cup into Pharaoh's hand. 
And Joseph said unto him, This is the interpretation of it: 
The three branches are three days : yet within three days 
shall Pharaoh lift up thine head, and restore thee unto thy 
place : and thou shalt deliver Pharaoh's cup into his hand, 
after the former manner when thou wast his butler. But 
think on me, when it shall be well with thee, and shew 
kindness, I pray thee, unto me, and make mention of me 
unto Pharaoh." — Gen. xl. 
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PHARAOH'S DREAM. 

The prophetic spirit which had assisted Joseph to interpret 
the dreams of his fellow-prisoners, was, after an interval of 
ahout two years, exercised on a more important subject — 
the dreams of Pharaoh, King of Egypt The chief butler 
had forgotten his promise to Joseph in the prison, until 
Pharaoh's dream, and his want of an interpreter, brought 
the affair again to his mind. The Hebrew youth was then 
sent for by the king. " And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, In 
my dream, behold, I stood upon the bank of the river : and, 
behold, there came up out of the river seven kine, fat- 
fleshed and well-favoured ; and they fed in a meadow : and, 
behold,' seven other kine came up after them, poor and 
very ill-favoured and lean-fleshed, such as I never saw in 
all the land of Egypt for badness : and the lean and the 
ill-favoured kine did eat up the first seven fat kine : and 
when they had eaten them up, it could not be known that 
they had eaten them, but they were still ill-favoured, as at 
the beginning. So I awoke. And I saw in my dream, and, 
behold, seven ears came up in one stalk, full and good: 
and, behold, seven ears, withered, thin, and blasted with the 
east wind, sprung up after them : and the thin ears devoured 
the seven good ears : and I told this unto the magicians ; 
but there was none that could declare it to me." — Gen. xli. 



JOSEPH INTERPRETS PHARAOH'S DREAM. 

Joseph immediately explained these two dreams, as having 
one meaning conveyed with double emphasis and force ; 
that there should be seven years of great plenty in the land 
of Egypt, to be followed by a famine so severe, as to con- 
sume all their produce, and make even the memory of abun- 
dance to pass away. He, therefore, recommended prompt 
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measures to be taken for la3dng up com in store, under the 
superintendence of a man discreet and wise, for that occa- 
sion, " And Pharaoh said unto his servants, Can we find 
such a one as this is, a man in whom the Spirit of God is ? 
And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, Forasmuch as God hath 
shewed thee all this, there is none so discreet and so wise 
as thou art: thou shalt be over my house, and according 
unto thy word shall all my people be ruled : only in the 
throne will I be greater than thou." — Gen. zli. 



JOSEPH'S DIGNITY AND HONOURS. 

It was well when the caprice of ancient eastern monarchs 
took a good turn as in the case of this Pharaoh, King of 
Egypt, towards Joseph. "We know how calamitous the dif- 
ference was, when in a succeeding period there arose a king 
who knew not Joseph. The history of his advancement we 
have in these words: — "And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, 
See, I have set thee over all the land of Egypt. And 
Pharaoh took off his ring from his hand, and put it upon 
Joseph's hand, and arrayed him in vestures of fine linen 
and put a gold chain about his neck ; and he made him to 
ride in the second chariot which he had; and they cried 
before him. Bow the knee : and he made him ruler over all 
the land of Egypt" Thus was this once helpless captive, 
the victim of fraternal envy, rage, and cruelty, not only 
rescued from all want, peril, or servitude, but raised, by the 
special favour of his father's God and the instrumentality 
of a mighty earthly prince, to the highest dignity next to the 
throne itself; having the still greater honour of saving, by 
his forecast, wisdom, and humanity, a nation from perish- 
ing with famine, and, as we shall see in the end, preserving 
his own parent and brethren in the prevailing misery of the 
period. — Gen. xli. 
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STORING AND DISTRIBUTING THE CORN. 

** And in the seven plenteous years, the earth brought forth 
by handfuls. And he gathered up all the food of the seven 
years, which were in the hand of Egypt, and laid up the 
food in the cities : the food o{ the field, which was round 
about every city, laid he up in the same. And Joseph 
gathered com as the sand of the sea, very much, until he 
left numbering ; for it was without number. And the seven 
years of plenteousness were ended. And the seven years of 
dearth began to come according as Joseph had said: and 
the dearth was in all lands ; but in the land of Egypt there 
was bread. And when all the land of Egypt was famished, 
the people cried to Pharaoh for bread : and Pharaoh said 
unto all the Egyptians, Go unto Joseph ; what he saith to 
you, do. And the famine was over all the face of the earth : 
and Joseph opened all the store-houses, and sold unto the 
Egyptians ; and the famine waxed sore in the land of 
Egypt. And all countries came into Egypt to Joseph, for 
to buy corn; because that the famine was so sore in all 
lands." — Gen. xli. 

JOSEPH SALUTED BY HIS BRETHREN. 

It is well now to call to mind Joseph's two dreams, and 
the scornful reproof which their obvious interpretation drew 
forth even from his father. ** What is this dream that thou 
hast dreained ? Shall I and thy mother and thy brethren 
indeed come to bow down ourselves to thee to the earth ? *' 
Now let us see. " And the sons of Israel came to buy 
corn among those that came: for the famine was in the 
land of Canaan. And Joseph was the governor over the 
land, and he it was that sold to all the people of the land : 
and Joseph's brethren came, and bowed dovm themselves 
before him uTith t?ieir faces to the earth. And Joseph saw 
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his brethren, and he knew them, but made himself strange 
unto them, and spake roughly unto them ; and he said unto 
them, Whence come ye ? — And they said, From the land 
of Canaan to buy food." — Gen. xlii. 



JOSEPH'S CUP IN BENJAMIN'S SACK. 

Although Joseph was a pious man, and one whose cha- 
racter is altogether illustrious in the Old Testament bio- 
graphy, it -is impossible to say that he was perfect, or that 
his conduct towards his own family on this occasion was ex- 
emplary. The stratagem, mixed up with accusations he knew 
to be false, causing anguish to his father's feelings, who at 
any rate was guiltless towards him, we must regard as cul- 
pable, although his ultimate intentions were good. After 
having entertained his brethren, and Benjamin amongst 
them, he commanded their sacks to be filled with corn, and 
the money the second time to be put in with it, directing 
this time, in addition, that his own silver cup should be put 
in the sack of the youngest brother, Benjamin. " And 
when they were gone out of the city, and not yet far off, 
Joseph said unto his steward, Up, follow after the men; 
and when thou dost overtake them, say unto them, Where- 
fore have ye rewarded evil for good? Is not this it in 
which my lord drinketh, whereby indeed he divineth ? ye 
have done evil in so doing." The men, knowing their in- 
nocence, denied the theft, and imprudently promised that 
with whomsoever the cup was foimd, he should die, and 
that they would be bondsmen to the owner of the cup. 
'* Then they speedily took down every man his sack to the 
ground, and opened every man his sack ; and the cup was 
found In Benjamin's sack: then they rent their clothes, 
and laded every man his ass, and returned to the city." 
— Gen. xliv. 
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THE BRETHREN ACCUSED OF THE THEFT. 

JosEFH determined to carry out his plan to the last, and 
to put his brethren again in great difficulty and dread, for a 
crime of which he knew they had not been guilty. Com- 
pelled to return, they repaired again to Joseph's house, 
where they made the lowest obeisance which submission 
and fear could dictate, and in silence awaited the new 
charge of plunder, so inexplicably brought against them. 
When Joseph, after hearing what they had to s&y in their 
defence, required that Benjamin should be delivered up to 
him, Judah made a most pathetic rehearsal of the whole 
arrangement of the affairs with their father from beginning 
to end ; concluding by magnanimously offering himself in 
the room of his young brother, whose loss would bring 
down the grey hairs of his aged father " with sorrow to the 
grave." — Gen. xliv. 

JOSEPH REVEALS HIMSELF. 

And now the better nature of Joseph bursts out as the sun 
from the ill-omened cloud that overshadowed it " Then 
Joseph could not refrain himself before all them that stood 
by him ; and he cried, Cause every man to go out from me. 
And there stood no man with him, while Joseph made him- 
self known unto his brethren. And he wept aloud : and 
the Egyptians and the house of Pharaoh heard. And Jo- 
seph said unto his brethren, I am Joseph : doth my father 
yet live? And his brethren could not answer him; for 
they were troubled at his presence. And Joseph said unto 
his brethren, Come near to me, I pray you. And they 
came near. And he said, I am Joseph your brother, whom 
ye sold into Egypt. Now, therefore, be not grieved, nor 
angry with yourselves, that ye sold me hither : for God did 
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send me before you to preserve life. For these two years 
hath the famine been in the land ; and yet there are five 
years, in the which there shall neitlier be earing nor har- 
vest. And God sent me before you to preserve you a 
posterity in the earth, and to save your lives by a great 
deliverance. So now it was not you that sent me hither, 
but God. Haste ye, and go up to my father, and say unto 
him, Thus saith thy son Joseph, God hadi made me lord 
of all Egypt : come down unto me, tarry not : and thou 
shalt dwell in the land of Goshen, and thou shalt be near 
unto me, thou, and thy children, and thy children's children, 
and thy flocks, and thy herds, and all that thou hast" — 
Gen. xlv. 



JOSEPH SENDS PRESENTS TO HIS FATHER. 

Pharaoh, King of Egypt, was delighted when he found that 
the men who had come to buy corn were Joseph's brethren, 
and he directed that they and their father, and all they had, 
should immediately leave Canaan, and make Egypt their 
abode, providing at the same time wagons for their accom- 
modation. To these favours, Joseph added presents on his 
own account : — ** He gave each man changes of raiment ; 
but to Benjamin he gave three hundred pieces of silver, 
and five changes of raiment And to his father he sent 
after this manner: ten asses laden with the good things of 
Egypt, and ten she-asses laden with com, and bread, and 
meat, for his father by the way." And they "came into the 
land of Canaan, unto Jacob their father, and told him, say- 
ing, Joseph is yet alive, and he is governor over all the 
land of Egypt And Jacob's hesirt fainted, for he believed 
them not And when he saw the wagons which Joseph had 
sent to carry him, the spirit of Jacob their father revived : 
and Israel said, It is enough ; Joseph my son is yet alive : 
I will go and see him before I die." — Gen. xlv. 
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MEETING OF JACOB WITH JOSEPH. 

The piety of the now aged patriarch Jacob, and the favour- 
able consideration of him by that God in whom he and his 
fathers had trusted, are instructively recorded in the forty- 
sixth chapter of Genesis. The old man now took his journey 
with confidence and joy to the laud of Egypt, invited thither 
by the powerful viceroy of that country, his own favourite 
son, Joseph. " And Israel took his journey with all that he 
had, and came to Beersheba, and offered sacrifices unto the 
God of his father Isaac. And the Lord said, I am God, 
the God of thy father : fear not to go down into Egypt ; 
for I will there make of thee a great nation." Thus en- 
couraged, Jacob proceeded. " And he sent Judah before 
him unto Joseph, to direct his face unto Goshen : and they 
came into the land of Goshen. And Joseph made ready 
his chariot, and went up to meet Israel his father to Goshen, 
and presented himself unto him ; and he fell on his neck, 
and wept on his neck a good while. And Israel said unto 
Joseph, Now let me die, since I have seen thy face, because 
thou art yet alive." — Gen. xlvi. 



JACOB INTRODUCED TO PHARAOH. 

After Joseph had presented some of his brethren to Pha- 
raoh, and explained to the king their occupation, which 
resulted, as he had predicted, in their full reception as resi- 
dents, his aged parent was introduced. "And Joseph 
brought in Jacob his father, and set him befoie Pharaoh : 
and Jacob blessed Pharaoh. And Pharaoh said unto Jacob, 
How old art ^hou? And Jacob said unto Pharaoh, The 
days of the years of my pilgrimage are an hundred and 
thirty years : few and evil have the days of the years of my 
life been, and have not attained unto the days of the yeara 
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of the life of my fathers in the days of their pilgrimage. 
And Jacob blessed Pharaoh, and went out from before 
Pharaoh." — Gen. xlvii. 



JACOB'S SONS MOURN HIS DEATH. 

This eminent patriarch, having lived seventeen years in 
the land of Egypt, in peace and plenty with his sons, 
and his sons' sons, drew near to the end of his long pil- 
grimage on the earth, which was altogether a period of 
one hundred and forty-seven years. Having, therefore, ob- 
tained a promise from Joseph, that he would bury him in 
his family tomb in Canaan ; he first blessed Joseph's two 
sons, crossing his arms at the time that his right hand 
might rest on Ephraim's head, Joseph's younger sou, who 
thereby obtained the full benediction instead of Manasseh. 
Jacob then called his own sons around him, and delivered 
the paternal prophetic address, on which hung so remark- 
ably the future destinies of their race. " And when Jacob 
had made an end of commanding his sons, he gathered up 
his feet into the bed, and yielded up the ghost, and was ' 
gathered unto his people. And Joseph went up to bury 
his father: and with him went up all the servants of 
Pharaoh, the elders of his house, and all the elders 
of the land of Egypt And all the house of Joseph, and 
his brethren, and his father's house ; only their little ones, 
aud their flocks, and their herds, they left in the land of 
Goshen. And there went up with him, both chariots and 
horsemen: and it was a very great company. And they 
came to the threshing-floor of Atad, which is beyond Jor- 
dan, and there they mourned with a great and very sore 
lamentation : and he made a mourning for his father seven 
days. And when the inhabitants of the land, the Canaan- 
ites, saw the mourning in the floor of Atad, they said, This 
is a grievous mourning to the Egyptians." — Gen. 1. 
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MOSES FOUND BY PHARAOH'S DAUGHTER. 

About fifty years after the death of Joseph, there was an- 
other Pharaoh, King of Egypt, who knew not Joseph, and 
'regarded the children of Israel, now greatly increased in 
numbers, as troublesome and dangerous intruders : he there- 
fore advised with his ministers, and determined to subjugate 
and oppress the Israelites by the most rigorous exaction of 
labour and toil. ** But the more he afflicted them, the more 
they multiplied and grew." He also ordered that all the male 
infants of this people should be destroyed from the birth, a 
mandate which it seems was privately disobeyed. Amongst 
the babes thus endangered, and yet preserved, was a child 
of the tribe of Levi, who was hidden by his mother three 
months ; but when concealment was no longer practicable, 
she determined to trust to Providence for the result; and 
forming a kind of little boat or cradle of bulrushes, smeared 
with lime and pitch, she placed it on the ^gs by the river- 
side, causing his sister to watch at a distance the event. 
There it was Pharaoh's daughter, agreeably to the simple 
manners of ancient times, came to bathe in the river: "and 
when ^she saw the ark among the flags, she sent her maid 
to fetch itt And when she had opened it, she saw the child : 
and, behold, the babe wept. And she had compassion on 
him, and said. This is one of the Hebrews' children." 
She then directed her maid to procure a nurse for the child ; 
and the maid went, and unknowingly called the child's 
mother, to whose care her own babe was immediately 
committed. — Exod. ii 

MOSES CALLED BY GOD. 

The child so wonderfully preserved was destined by Pro- 
vidence for the most important duties that perhaps ever 
were performed by a human being. He grew up, and be- 
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came a shepherd to Jethro, his father-in-law. Whilst in 
this humble condition, " the angel *of the Lord appeared 
unto him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush: and 
he looked, and, behold, the bush burned with fire, and the 
bush was not consumed. And Moses said, I will now turn 
aside, and see this gr^at sight, why the bush is not burnt. 
And God called unto him out of the midst of the bush, and 
said, Moses, Moses. And he said. Here am I. And he 
said, Draw not nigh hither : put off thy shoes from off thy 
feet; for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground. 
Moreover, he said, I am the God of thy father, the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. And 
Moses hid his face ; for he was afraid to look upon God. 
And the Lord said, I have surely seen the afiiiction of my 
people which are in Egypt, and have heard their cry by 
reason of their task- masters ; for I know their sorrows; 
and I am come down to deliver them. Come now, there- 
fore, and I will send thee unto Pharaoh." — Exod. iii. 



MOSES* ROD TURNED INTO A SERPENT. 

Timid and mistrustful, Moses objected that tlie people 
would not believe him, nor hearken unto his voice, but de- 
nounce him as an impostor. The Lord, however, conde- 
scended to his weakness, and said, ''What is that in thine 
hand ? And he said, A rod. And he said. Cast it on the 
ground. And he cast it on the ground, and it became a 
serpent; and Moses fled from before it. And the Lord 
said unto Moses, Put forth thine hand, and take it by the 
tail. And he put forth his hand, and caught it, and it be- 
came a rod in his hand : that they may believe that the 
Lord God of their fathers, the God of Abraham, the God 
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, hath appeared unto thee." 
— Exod. iv. 
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THE ISRAELITES' BURDENS INCREASED. 

The message of Moses and Aaron was duly delivered by 
them to Pharaoh, but the result was as had been predicted, 
he hardened his heart, and said, ** Who is the Lord, that I 
should obey his voice to let Israel go? I know not the 
Lord, neither will I let Israel go. And they said. The 
God of the Hebrews hath met with us : let us go, we pray 
thee, three days' journey into the desert, and sacrifice unto 
the Lord our God, lest he fall upon us with pestilence, or 
with the sword. And the King of Egypt said unto them, 
Wherefore do ye, Moses and Aaron, let the people from 
their works ? get you unto your burdens. And Pharaoh 
said, Behold, the people of the land now are many, and ye 
make them rest from their burdens. And Pharaoh com- 
manded the same day the task-masters of the people, and 
their officers, saying. Ye shall no more give the people 
atraw to make brick, as heretofore : let them go and gather 
straw for themselves. And the tale of the bricks, which 
they did make heretofore, ye shall lay upon them : ye shall 
not diminish ought thereof: for they be idle ; therefore they 
cry, saying. Let us go and sacrifice to our God. Let there 
more work be laid upon the men, that they may labour 
therein ; and let them not regard vain words." — Exod. v. 



AARON'S ROD TURNED INTO A SERPENT. 

The condition of the Israelites being thus grievously en- 
hanced in misery by the first message of Moses and Aaron, 
another interview with the proud and obdurate monarch was 
sought, in which he should have their credentials from the 
God of heaven fully exhibited before him. " And Moses 
and Aaron went in unto PA^raoh, and they did so as the 
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Lord had commanded : and Aaron cast down his rod before 
Pharaoh, and before his servants, and it became a serpent." 
The miracle did not stop here, for we are distinctly told 
that the magicians of Egypt did in like manner cast down 
their rods, and they became serpents. A record this, 
which marks the perfect truth and honesty of the historian. 
This unlooked-for success of the sorcerers was permitted 
for some purpose with which we may never become ac- 
quainted ; but the superior power and credit of Moses and 
Aaron were quickly proved by the result, for Aaron's rod 
swallowed up those of the magicians. — £xod. vii. 



THE PLAGUE OF FROGS. 

But it was evidently the purpose of the Almighty, not only 
to attest and sanction the message of his own servants by 
signs and wonders, but to shew the whole people of Egypt 
that there was a God in the earth, and to punish that na- 
tion by a just retribution, for the cruelty they had practised 
on the children of Israel. ** And the Lord spake unto 
Moses, Go unto Pharaoh, and say unto him. Thus saith the 
Lord, Let my people go, that they may serve me. And if 
thou refuse to let them go, behold, I will smite all thy bor- 
ders with frogs : and the river shall bring forth frogs abun- 
dantly, which shalt go up and come into thine house, and 
into thy bedchamber, and upon thy bed, and into the house 
of thy servants, and upon thy people, and into thine ovens, 
and into thy kneading-troughs. And Aaron stretched out 
his hand over the waters of Egypt : and the frogs came up, 
and covered the land of Egypt. And the magicians did so 
with their enchantments." — Exod. viii. 
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THE PLAGUE OF LICE. 

Notwithstanding the noisome visitation of frogs, which 
accomplished to the full the previous threatening of the 
prophet of God, no sooner was the plague removed, and the 
putrescence arising from their dead carcasses ahated, than 
Pharaoh hardened his heart as before. '*And the Lord 
said unto Moses, Say unto Aaron, Stretch out thy rod, and 
smite the dust of the land, that it may become lice through- 
out all the land of Egypt. And they did so: for Aaron 
stretched out his hand with his rod, and smote the dust of 
the earth, and it became lice in man, and in beast ; all the 
dust of the land became lice throughout all the land of 
Egypt. And the magicians did so with their enchantments 
to bring forth lice, but they could not : so there were lice 
upon man, and upon beast. Then the magicians said unto 
Pharaoh, This is the finger of God: and Pharaoh's heart 
was hardened, and he hearkened not unto them; as the 
Lord had said." — Exod. viii. 



THE PLAGUE OF HAIL AND FIRE. 

To the plagues of frogs, and of lice, succeeded swarms of 
Hies, the disease of murrain on the cattle, and boils and 
blains on the people, yet without producing anything more 
than temporary fear and verbal submission on the part of 
Pharaoh. At length, the Lord spoke to Pharaoh yet again 
by the mouth of Moses, and said, " Behold, to-morrow 
about this time, I will cause it to rain a very grievous hail, 
such as hath not been in Egypt since the foundation thereof 
even until now. Send therefore now, and gather thy cattle, ^^ 
and all that thou hast in the field ; for upon every man and^^|^B| 
beast which shall be found in the field, and shall not be ^^fr 
brought home, the hail shall come down upon them, and 
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they shall die. So there was hail, and fire mingled' with the 
hail, very grievous, such as there was none like it in all 
the land of Egypt since it hecame a nation. And the hail 
smote throughout all the land of Egypt all that was in the 
field, hoth man and heast ; and the hail smote every herb 
of the field, and brake every tree of the field. Only in the 
land of Goshen, where the children of Israel were, was there 
no hail." — Exod. ix. 



THE PLAGUE OF LOCUSTS. 

"And when Pharaoh saw that the rain and the hail and 
the thunders were ceased, he sinned yet more, and hardened 
his heart, he and his servants. Neither would he let the 
children of Israel go ; as the Lord had spoken by Moses. 
And Moses and Aaron came in unto Pharaoh, and said unto 
him. Thus saith the Lord God of the Hebrews, How long 
wilt thou refuse to humble thyself before me ? let my people 
go, that they may serve me. Else, if thou refuse to let my 
people go, behold, to-morrow will I bring the locusts into 
thy coast : and they shall cover the face of the earth, that 
one cannot be able to see the earth : and they shall eat the 
residue of that which is escaped, which remaineth unto you 
from the hail, and shall eat every tree which groweth for 
you out of the field : and they shall fill thy houses, and the 
houses of all thy servants, and the houses of all the Egyp- 
tians; which neither thy fathers, nor thy fathers* fathers 
have seen. And Moses stretched forth his rod over the 
land of Egypt, and the Lord brought an east wind upon 
the land all that day, and all that night ; and when it was 
morning, the east wind brought the locusts. And they 
covered the face of the whole earth, so that the land was 
darkened; and they did eat every herb of the land, and all 
the fruit of the trees which the hail had left : and there 
remained not any green thing through all the land of 
Egypt" — ExoD. X. 
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THE ISRAELITES BORROW GOLD OF THE 

EGYPTIANS. 

To the plague of locusts succeeded that of thick darkness 
in the land of Egypt, which brought another false and nu- 
gatory promise from Pharaoh that the Israelites should go 
if they left their flocks behind ; but Moses said, " Our cattle 
also shall go with us ; there shall not an hoof be left be- 
hind." To this, Pharaoh replied by driving Moses from 
his presence, declaring that in the day he re-entered before 
him again he should die. Moses departed, saying, " Thou 
hast spoken well, I will see thy face again no more." Pre- 
paratory to the last plague which was to liberate the Is- 
raelites from Egypt, the Lord said unto Moses, " Speak 
now in the ears of the people, and let every man borrow of 
his neighbour, and every woman of her neighbour, jewels 
of silver, and jewels of gold." This was to fulfil a pro- 
mise given, that the Israelites when they departed should 
not go away empty, but should spoil the Egyptians, thus 
obtaining the payment due for their whole labour in the 
brick-fields. This transaction is further related in the 
twelfth chapter of Exodus. 



INSTITUTION OF THE PASSOVER. 

And now was threatened the last and most awful visitation 
of Almighty vengeance on the devoted land of Eg3rpt. The 
death of the first-bom was fully announced to Pharaoh be- 
forehand, who might have learned by this time to credit any 
tnessage from Moses and Aaron, and to arrest the judgment 
by timely obedience; it is, however, recorded of him, even 
now, that he would not let the children of Israel go out of 
his land. Preparatory to this exhibition of wrath, God com- 
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manded Moses to institute the feast of the passover, which 
was to be an annual commemoration of the protection and 
liberation of the children of Israel, when the first-born 
of Egypt were slain. So many individuals as composed a 
household were to take a lamb of the first year. With the 
blood they were to strike the door-posts of all their houses. 
" And the blood shall be to you for a token upon the houses 
where ye are: and when I see the blood, I will pass over 
you, and the plague shall not be upon you to destroy you, 
when I smite the land of Egypt And ye shall take a bunch 
of hyssop, and dip it in the blood that is in the bason, and 
strike the lintel and the two side-posts ; and none of you 
shall go out of the door of his house until the morning. And 
they shall eat the flesh in that night, roast with fire, and 
unleavened bread." — Exod. xii. 



DEATH OF THE FIRST-BORN. 

This awful exhibition of divine wrath is thus related in the 
words of Scripture : — " And it came to pass, that at mid- 
night the Lord smote all the first- bom in the land of Egypt, 
from the first-born of Pharaoh that sat on his throne, unto 
the first-born of the captive that was in the dungeon ; and 
all the first-bom of cattle. And Pharaoh rose up in the 
night, he, and all his servants, and all the Egyptians ; and 
there was a great cry in Egypt ; for there was not a house 
where there was not one dead. And he called for Moses 
and Aaron by night, and said. Rise up, and get you forth 
from among my people, both ye and the children of Israel ; 
and go, serve the Lord, as ye have said. Also take your 
flocks and your herds, as ye have said, and begone ; and 
bless me also. And the Egyptians were urgent upon the 
people, that they might send them out of the land in haste ; 
for they said, We be all dead men."— Exod. xii. 

D 
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DEPARTURE OF THE ISRAELITES. 

There was no mistake this time, nor any delay. " And 
the people took their dough before it was leavened, tlieir 
kneading troughs being bound up in their clothes upon 
their shoulders. And the children of Israel did according 
to the word of Moses ; and they borrowed of the Egyptians 
jewels of silver, and jewels of gold^ and raiment : and the 
Lord gave the people favour in the sight of the Egyptians, 
80 that they lent unto them such things as they required. 
And they spoiled the Egyptians. And the children of Israel 
journeyed fjoom Rameses to Succoth, about six hundred 
thousand on foot that were men, beside children. And a 
mixed multitude went up also with them ; and flocks, and 
herds, even very much cattle. And they baked unleavened 
cakes of the dough which they brought forth out of Egypt, 
for it was not leavened ; because they were thrust out of 
Egypt, and could not tarry, neither had they prepared for 
themselves any victual." — Exod. xii. 



PHARAOH AND HIS HOSTS DROWNED. 

In the fourteenth chapter of Exodus, we find that the ob- 
stinacy of the King of Egypt, in refusing to let the children 
of Israel go, was somewhat encouraged by the untoward 
temper of that people themselves. Pharaoh's was not the 
only hard and rebellious heart which resisted the instruc- 
tion and the evidence supplied by the signs and wonders 
wrought, by almighty power, before their eyes. Perhaps 
the King of Egypt knew this, when he determined to pursue 
the Israelites into the desert. ** But the Egyptians pursued 
after them, all the horses and chariots of Pharaoh, and his 
horsemen, and his army, and overtook them encamping by 
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the [Red] sea. And when Pharaoh drew nigh, the children 
of Israel lifted up their eyes, and, behold, the Egyptians 
marched after them ; and they were sore afraid : and the 
ch^dren of Israel cried out unto the Lord." The goodness 
and forbearance of the Almighty were exercised in their 
behalf. The Lord troubled the hosts of the Egyptians, 
and impeded their chariots, so that they failed in their 
object. To prevent now their safe retreat, the Lord, who 
had miraculously laid dry the channel of the Red Sea, to 
afford a passage to the Israelites, caused the waters to 
return to their place, when the Egyptian army followed 
them thither; and the Lord overthrew the Egyptians in 
the midst of the sea. And the waters covered the chariots, 
and the horsemen, and all the host of Pharaoh. And there 
remained not so much as one of them. — Exod. xiv. 



GATHERING MANNA. 

As, by a strong hand and a stretched out arm, the Lord 
wrought deliverance for his people, by bringing them out of 
the land of Egypt, and out of the house of bondage ; so, by 
a constant succession of miracles were they sustained, sup- 
plied, and directed in the desert, where otherwise they must 
quickly have perished with want and fatigue. The first 
article of life — bread, fell short amongst them ; and then, 
forgetful of what God had done, and had promised to do for 
them, they murmured against their leader. Notwithstand- 
ing however their ungodly complainings, and the punish- 
ment which they deserved, food was sent from heaven. 
'* And it^came to pass, that at even, the quails came up, and 
covered the camp : and in the morning the dew lay round 
about the host. And when the dew that lay was gone up, 
behold, upon the face of the wilderness there lay a small 
round [white] thing on the ground-;" a mi t^ people said, 
" It is manna." — Exod. xvi. '^^^S 
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MOSES SMITES THE ROCK. 

" And all the congregation of the children of Israel jour- 
neyed from the wilderness of Sin, after their journeys, ac- 
cording to the commandment of the Lord, and pitched in 
Rephidim : and there was no water for the people to driuk. 
Wherefore the people did chide witli Moses, and said. Give 
us water that we may drink. And Moses said unto them, 
Why chide ye with me ? wherefore do ye tempt the Lord ? 
And the people thirsted there for water ; and the people 
murmured against Moses, and said, Wherefore is this that 
thou hast brought us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our 
children and our cattle with thirst ? And Moses cried unto 
the Lord, saying. What shall I do unto this people ? they 
be almost ready to stone me. And the Lord said unto 
Moses, Go on before the people, and take with thee of the 
elders of Israel ; and thy rod, wherewith thou smotest the 
river, take in thine hand, and go. Behold, I will stand 
before thee there upon the rock in Horeb ; and thou shalt 
smite the rock, and there shall come water out of it, that 
the people may drink. And Moses did so in the sight of 
the elders of Israel. And he called the name of the place 
Massah, and Meribah, because of the chiding of the chil- 
dren of Israel, and because they tempted the Lord, saying. 
Is the Lord among us, or not V* — Exod. xvii. 



SINAL 

Hitherto the people of Israel, though under the imme- 
diate government of God, had no regular system of laws or 
ordinances, as far as we know. It now pleased their divine 
leader to commit to them an express code, though a short 
one, of moral rules or observances. The wilderness of Sinai, 
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to which the people had now approached, was appointed for 
that memorable and awful display of his majesty, enthroned 
in the clouds of heaven, which should impress the minds of 
the people with reverence and godly fear. "And Mount 
Sinai was altogether on a smoke, because the Lord des- 
cended upon it in fire : and the smoke thereof ascended 
as the smoke of a furnace, and the whole mount quaked 
greatly." In the twentieth chapter of Exodus, we have the 
record; "And God spake all these words;" followed by 
the ten commandments — ^whose precepts are summed up in 
two, by Christ, in the New Testament ; or comprised, at 
once, in the love of God and man. — Exod. xx. 



THE ARK, TABLE, AND CANDLESTICK. 

The Tabernacle, which was a spacious and splendid tent, 
constructed under the immediate direction of God for his 
worship, contained as its principal furniture the ark, the 
mercy-seat, the table, and candlestick. " And let them 
make me a sanctuary, that I may dwell among them. Ac- 
cording to all that I shew thee, after the pattern of the 
Tabernacle, and the pattern of all the instruments thereof, 
even so shall ye make it And they shall make an ark [a 
chest] of shittim wood : and thou shalt overlay it with pure 
gold, within and without shalt thou overlay it, and shalt 
make upon it a crown of gold round about" Beside this, 
there was to be a kind of throne of pure gold, called the 
mercy-seat This was overshadowed by the golden and 
winged figures, called cherubims, one at each end. Before 
this stood a table, of very splendid fabric, and highly orna- 
mented ; and of shittim wood and gold, as the ark ; and, like 
it, having rings and sliding poles. The candlestick was 
very magnificent, as we learn from the direction for its 
workmanship. — Exod. xxv. 



38 



THE TABERNACLE. 

The Tabernacle was a sort of moveable building, made of 
pillars and boards set in sockets of silver, and fine linen 
curtains embroidered with cherubs, and fastened with loops 
or hooks of gold ; so arranged that the whole might be 
taken to pieces, and carried with the children of Israel in 
their journeys. It was covered with four vails or curtains : 
one of fine linen ; one of goats' hair ; the third was made 
of the skins of rams, dyed red ; and the fourth, or outer- 
most, of badgers* skins, to endure the weather. The Taber- 
nacle was divided into two principal apartments : the holy 
place, where the priests entered to minister daily ; and the 
most holy place, where none but the high priests entered, 
and that but once a year : the partition was formed by a 
curtain of fine linen of various colours, embroidered with 
cherubs, and hung on four pillars, overlaid with gold. This 
splendid fabric stood within a large space of ground, called 
the Court of the Tabernacle : it was inclosed by rows of 
pillars^ with curtains reaching from pillar to pillar. . All 
the tribes of Israel pitched their tents round about the 
Tabernacle, which thus stood in the centre of the host. — 
ExoD. xxvi. 

THE ALTAR OF BURNT-OFFERING. 

This was made of wood, and overlaid with brass, and fur- 
nished with shovels, firepans, basons, and other vessels and 
implements. All the burnt-ofiTerings and sacrifices were 
offered upon it It was dignified by a miraculous exhibi- 
tion of fire from heaven, which consumed the first sacri- 
fice that was ofiered upon it After this, fire was always 
kept burning there for holy uses. The Books of Exodus 
and Leviticus are very much occupied with minute descrip- 
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tions and directions relating to the ceremonial religion of 
the Jews. The chief uses of these seem to have been three : 
first, to distinguish the Jews from all other people, as a holy 
community, and God's peculiar visible church ; secondly, 
to employ that people, who were often tempted to idolatry, 
in many varieties of the outward forms and rites of religion ; 
and thus to keep out the thoughts of superstitions, such as 
the nations around them practised. But the third and chief 
use of the whole Jewjsh ceremonial, was to represent the 
sacrifice and offices of Christ ; and the distant, yet certain 
and most glorious blessings of his gospel. This appears 
from many places of the New Testament — Exod. xxvii. 



MOSES RECEIVES THE TABLES OF STONE. 

The ceremonial law, just referred to, was distinct from the 
moral law, chiefly in this respect — that the former was for a 
peculiar people, and for a stated time, and therefore abo- 
lished under the Christian dispensation ; but the moral law 
was perpetual and universal in its nature and obligation. 
The moral laws of the Jews, which lie scattered up and 
down in the books of Moses, are as it were reduced into a 
small compass for the memory, in the ten commandments ; 
first given, as we have seen in the twentieth chapter of 
Exodus, on Mount Sinai ; and there written, as it is said, 
with the finger of God, on two tables of stone. "And 
he gave unto Moses, when he had made an end of com- 
muning with him upon Mount Sinai, two tables of tes- 
timony, tables of stone, written with the finger of God." 
Again, " And Moses turned, and went down from the 
mount, and the two tables of the testimony were in his 
hand : the tables were written on both their sides. And 
the tables were the work of God, and the writing was the 
writing of God, graven upon the tables." — Exod. xxxii. 
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MOSES BREAKS THE TABLES OF THE LAW. 

The rebellion, unbelief, and contumacy of the Jews was 
on no occasion more signally manifested than during the 
absence of Moses on the mount, when he was receiving the 
law, *'And when the people saw that Moses delayed to 
come but of the mount, the people gathered themselves 
together unto Aaron, and said unto hftn, Up, make us gods, 
which shall go before us; for as for this Moses, the man 
that brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we wot not 
what has become of him." They, therefore, persuaded 
Aaron to make them a golden calf and an altar. And they 
rose up early on the morrow, and offered burnt- offerings, 
and brought peace-offerings ; and the people sat down to 
eat and to drink, and rose up to play. And the Lord said 
unto Moses, Go, get thee down ; for the people which thou 
broughtest out of the land of Egypt, have corrupted them- 
selves. And Moses turned, and went down from the mount, 
and the two tables of the testimony were in his hand. 
And it came to pass, as soon as he came nigh unto the 
camp, that he saw the calf, and the dancing: and Moses' 
anger waxed hot, and he cast the tables out of his hands, 
and brake them beneath the mount" — Exod. xxxi. 



AARON SACRIFICES FOR HIMSELF AND THE 

PEOPLE. 

Aaron and his sons had been consecrated to the priestly 
office by Moses, at the divine command, and now a sin- 
offering, and a burnt-offering, by the same authority, were 
appointed as a sacrifice for the people, and for himself also. 
'* And it came to pass on the eighth day, that Moses called 
Aaron and his sons, and the elders of Israel ; and he said 
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unto Aaron, Take thee a young calf for a sin-offering, and 
a ram for a burnt-offering, without blemish, and offer them 
before the Lord. And they brought that which Moses 
commanded before the tabernacle of the congregation: 
and all the congregation drew near and stood before the 
Lord. And Moses said unto Aaron, Go unto the altar, 
and offer thy sin-offering, and thy burnt-offering, and make 
an atonement for thyself, and for the people : and offer the 
offering of the people, and make an atonement for them ; 
as the Lord commanded. And he brought the people's 
offering, and took the goat, which was the sin-offering for 
the people, and slew it, and offered it for sin, as the first. 
And Aaron lifted up his hand toward the people, and blessed 
them. And there came a fire out from before the Lord, and 
consumed upon the altar the burnt-offering." — Lev. ix. 



NADAB AND ABIHU SLAIN. 

As all the rites and ceremonies of the Jews were thus par- 
ticularly enjoined and minutely described by Ood himself, 
it was evident that any other kind of worship, which God 
had not commanded, could not be acceptable to him, but 
must be highly sinful in his sight. It is strange that Aaron's 
own sons should have ventured, and that so soon, and so 
publicly, to transgress, by offering that for which they had 
no authority or permission. The nature and consequences 
of their fatal presumption are thus recited : — ** And Nadab 
and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took either of them his 
censer, and put fire therein, and put incense thereon, and 
ofilered strange fire before the Lord, which he commanded 
them not. And there went out fire from the Lord, and 
devoured them, and they died before the Lord." The dead 
bodies were taken out of the camp, and the family of Aaron 
were forbidden to mourn on their account — Lev. x. 
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THE BLASPHEMER STONED. 

** And the son of an Israelitish woman, whose father was 
an Egyptian, went out among the children of Israel; and 
this son of the Israelitish woman and a man of Israel strove 
together in the camp ; and the Israelitish woman's son 
hlasphemed the name of the Lord, and cursed. And they 
brought him unto Moses : and they put him in ward, that 
the mind of the Lord might be shewed them. And the 
Lord spake unto Moses, saying, Bring forth him that bath 
cursed without the camp ; and let all that heard him lay 
their hands upon his head, and let all the congregation stone 
him. And thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel, 
saying. Whosoever curseth his God shall bear his sin. And 
he that blasphemeth the name of the Lord, he shall surely 
be put to death, and all the congregation shall certainly 
stone him : as well the stranger, as he that is born in the 
land, when he blasphemeth the name of the Lord, shall be 
put to death." — Lev. xxiv. 



QUAILS SENT TO THE ISRAELITES. 

The discontents and murmurings of this forgetful, ungrate- 
ful, and impatient people, arose on every occasion wherein 
a want was felt or feared: their dainty appetites began to 
sicken at the manna sent down from heaven; and they 
longed again for the luxuries of Egypt — the flesh-pots, the 
fish, the cucumbers, the melons, the leeks, the onions, and 
the garlick. They relished not the manna, whose taste was 
as the taste of fresh oil ; but they fell a lusting, and wept 
again, and said, "Who shall give us flesh to eat?" And the 
anger of the Lord was kindled greatly. And he said, 
"Ye shall not eat one day, nor two days, nor five days, 
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neither ten days, nor twenty days ; but even a whole month, 
until it come out at your nostrils, and it be loathsome unto 
you. And there went forth a wind from the Lord, and 
brought quails from the sea, and let them fall by the camp. 
And the people stood up all that day, and all that night, 
and all the next day, and they gathered the quails. And 
while the flesh was yet between their teeth, ere it was 
chewed, the wrath of the Lord was kindled against the 
people, and the Lord smote the people with a very great 
plague." — Num. xi. 

THE SPIES RETURN FROM CANAAN 

As the children of Israel drew near the promised land. 
"The Lord spake unto Moses, saying. Send thou men, 
that they may search the land of Canaan, which I give unto 
the children of Israel : of every tribe of their fathers shall 
ye send a man, every one a ruler among them. And Moses 
sent them to spy out the land of Canaan;" and gave them 
minute directions as to the conduct and the object of thei 
mission. **Now the time was the time of the first ripe 
grapes. So they went up, and searched the land : and they 
came unto the brook of Eshcol, and cut down from thence 
a branch with one cluster of grapes, and they bare it be- 
tween two upon a staff: and they brought of the pomegra- 
nates, and of the figs. And they returned from searching 
of the land after forty days. And they went and came to 
Moses, and to Aaron, and to all the congregation; and 
brought back word unto them, and shewed them the fruit 
of the land. And they told him, and said, We came unto 
the land whither thou sentest us, and surely it floweth with 
milk and honey; and this is the fruit of it." — Num. xiii. 
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KORAH^ DATHAN, AND ABIRAM. 

Rebellion Id a new form now bfoke out in Israel. These 
men became jealous of the power and authority of Moses, 
and, taking with them a number of the principal persons of 
the congregation, they withstood Moses and Aaron, and 
said unto them, " Ye take too much upon you, seeing all 
the congregation are holy, every one of them, and the Lord 
is among them : wherefore then lift ye up yourselves above 
the congregation of the Lord ? And when Moses heard it, 
he fell upon his face: and he spake unto Korah and unto all 
his company, saying. Even to-morrow the Lord will shew 
who are his, and who is holy ; and vrill cause him to come 
near unto him. This do : Take you censers, Korah, and all 
bis company ; and put fire therein, and put incense in them 
before the Lord to-morrow: and it shall be that the man 
whom the Lord doth choose, he shall be holy : ye take too 
much upon you, ye sons of Levi. If these men die the 
conunon death of all men, or if they be visited after the 
visitation of all men, then the Lord hath not sent me. 
And it came to pass, as he had made an end of speaking 
all these words, that the ground clave asunder that was 
under them : and the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed 
them up, and all that appertained to them." — Num. xvi. 



MOSES SMITES THE ROCK. 

It does not appear that the children of Israel bad yet learned 
to express their wants in any other tone or language than 
that of the most peevish and ungrateful complaints. Of 
faith or thankfulness they had little or none, and they ap- 
peared on most trying occasions as hard-hearted and dis- 
obedient as Pharaoh and his host. ** Then came the chil- 
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dren of Israel into the desert of Zin. And there was no 
water for the congregation : and they gathered themselves 
together against Moses and against Aaron. And the people 
chode with' Moses, and spake, saying, Would to God that 
we had died when our brethren died before the Lord! And 
wherefore have ye made us to come up out of Egypt, to 
bring us in unto this evil place. And the Lord spake unto 
Moses, saying. Take the rod, and gather thou the assembly 
together, thou^ and Aaron thy brother, and speak ye unto 
the rock before their eyes ; and it shall give forth his water. 
And Moses lifted up his hand, and with his rod he smote 
the rock twice : and the water came out abundantly, and the 
congregation drank, and their beasts also." — Num. xx. 



THE BRAZEN SERPENT. 

Again we find the Israelites giving utterance to peevish 
complaints. "And they journeyed from Mount Hor by the 
way of the Red Sea, to compass the land of Edom : and the 
soul of the people was much discouraged because of the 
way. And the people spake against God, and against Mo- 
ses, Wherefore have ye brought us up out of Egypt to die 
in the wilderness? for there is no bread, neither is there 
any water ; and our soul loatheth this light bread. And the 
Lord sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the 
people; and much people of Israel died. Therefore the 
people came to Moses, and said, We have sinned: pray 
unto the Lord, that he take away the serpents from us. 
And the Lord said unto Moses, Make thee a fiery serpent, 
and set it upon a pole : and it shall come to pass, that every 
one that is bitten, when he looketh upon it, shall live. And 
Moses made a serpent of brass, and put it upon a pole, and 
it came to pass, that if a serpent had bitten any man, when 
he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived." — Num. xxi. 
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BALAAM AND THE ANGEL. 

This prophet, at first weak, and afterwards wicked, was 
sent for by the King of the Moabites, who was alarmed at 
the approach of the Israelitish h6st. He therefore besought 
him, saying, " Come now, therefore, I pray thee, curse me 
this people ; for they are too mighty for me : peradven- 
ture I shall prevail, that we may smite them, and that I 
may drive them out of the land : for I wot that he whom 
thou blessest is blessed, and he whom thou cursest is 
cursed. And he [Balaam] said unto them [the messen- 
gers], Lodge here this night, and I will bring you word 
again, as the Lord shall speak unto me.'' That night, 
however, God appeared to the prophet, and strictly forbade 
him to do as desired, or to go to the King of Moab. To 
another message of Balak, the king, Balaam replied that 
if he would give him his house full of silver and gold, he 
could not go beyond the word of the Lord to do less or 
more. So far, all was well ; but at last he determined to go. 
" And Balaam rose up in the morning, and saddled his ass, 
and went with the princes of Moab. And God's anger was 
kindled because he went : and the angel of the Lord stood 
in the way for an adversary against him. And the ass saw 
the angel of the Lord standing in the way, and his sword 
drawn in his hand : and the ass turned aside out of the way, 
and went into the field : and Balaam smote the ass, to turn 
her into the way." — Num. xxii. 



MOSES DIES ON MOUNT PISGAH. 

And now the faithful leader and frequent intercessor for the 
people of Israel — he to whom, under God, this migratory 
nation owed their safety and deliverance on so many occa- 
sions, and now the actual sight of the promised land, was 
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to yield up his breath, himself denied any fruition or pos* 
session there ; but to enter on another country, that is an 
heavenly one : leaving the congregation of sinning men, he 
was to join the general assembly and church of the fir8t<« 
bom above. The last exhortations, the blessings, and the 
song of Moses, are most afiecting, beautiful, and sublime 
compositions ; and with these the Book of Deuteronomy 
concludes — the last chapter, containing the death of Moses, 
is supposed to have been added by Joshua, his successor. 
" And Moses went up from the plains of Moab unto the 
mountain of Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, that is over against 
Jericho. And the Lord shewed him all the land of Gilead, 
unto Dan, and all Naphtali, and the land of Ephraim, and 
Manasseh, and all the land of Judah, unto the utmost sea ; 
and the south, and the plain of the valley of Jericho, the 
city of palm-trees, unto Zoar. And the Lord said unto 
him. This is the land which I sware unto Abraham, unto 
Isaac, and unto Jacob, saying, I will give it unto thy seed : 
I have caused thee to see it with thine eyes, but thou shalt 
not go over thither. So Moses the servant of the Lord died 
there in the land of Moab, according to the word of the 
Lord." — Deut. xxziv. 



SAMSON BURNS THE PHILISTINES' CORN. 

After the death of Joshua, the successor of Moses as 
leader of the Israelites, they were governed by judges, of 
whom Samson was one. He was a man of gigantic bodily 
powers, and delivered Israel from the Philistines by various 
exploits. In revenge for an injury he had received, he 
" went and caught three hundred foxes, and took fire-brands, 
and turned tail to tail, and put a fire-brand in the midst 
between two tails. And when he had set the brands on fire, 
he let them go into the standing com of the Philistines, 
and burnt up both the shocks, and also the standing corn, 
with the vineyards and olives." — Judges xv. 
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SAMSON SLAYS A THOUSAND PHILISTINES 
WITH THE JAW-BONE OF AN ASS. 

The Philistines now sought vengeance on the author of 
this mischief, who had, moreover, on another occasion 
smitten them hip-and-thigh with a great slaughter. They 
therefore encamped against Judah for the purpose of taking 
Samson, and binding him, to prevent further mischief. 
The men of Judah determined to conciliate their tyrannical 
rulers by delivering Samson into their hands ; and, having 
sworn to him that they would not themselves fall upon 
him, " they bound him with two new cords, and brought 
him up from the rock. And the Philistines shouted 
against him; and the Spirit of the Lord came mightily 
upon him ; and the cords that were upon his arms be- 
came as flax that was burnt with fire, and his bands loosed 
from off his hands. And he found a new jaw-bone of an 
ass, and put forth his hand, and took it, and slew a thou- 
sand men therewith." — Judges xv. 



SAMSON CARRIES THE GATES OF GAZA. 

Although Samson was the strongest of men, he does not 
appear to have been the wisest or the best, for he suffered 
himself to be led astray by bad persons, who afterwards 
accomplished his ruin. He was without any good errand, 
it seems, when he went to Gaza, after having been miracu- 
lously supplied with water to quench the thirst occasioned 
by his late conflict with the Philistines. "Then went 
Samson to Gaza; and it was told the Gazites, saying, 
Samson is come hither. And they compassed him in, 
and laid wait for him all night in the gate of the city, and 
were quiet all the night, saying. In the morning, when it 
is day, we shall kill him. And Samson lay till midnight, 
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and arose at midnight, and took the doors of the gate of the 
city, and the two posts, and went away with them, bar and 
all, and put them upon his shoulders, and carried them up 
to the top of an hill that is before Hebron." — Judges xvi. 



SAMSON BETRAYED BY DELILAH. 

It is related of this person that he was a Nazarite devoted 
to God from his birth, and as such he was bound to let his 
hair grow, which therefore became a sign of his faithfulness ; 
whilst this continued, God was with him ; so that, in fact, 
his strength, or the witness and pledge of it, as a gift from 
God, resided in the unshorn locks of his head. But now 
he became attached to a deceitful and designing woman, 
who tempted him on several occasions to reveal the secret 
of his great bodily powers. For a long time he bafHed her 
artifices by concealment of the truth, telling her that if 
bound with green withs, or with new cords, or if the hair of 
his head were platted, and knit to the timber of the build- 
ing, he should be as other men. As these all failed, she re- 
proached him sharply with his want of confidence in her, 
and at length vexed him so by her incessant importunity, 
*' That he told her all his heart, and said. If I be shaven, 
then my strength will go from me, and I shall become 
weak, and be like any other man." His treacherous wife 
soon took the means suggested. She caused him to sleep 
with his head on her knees, and called for a man who took 
off the seven locks from his head. Now with malignant 
joy she shouted as she had done before, " The Philistines 
be upon thee, Samson ! " In vain the ruined man went out 
to shake himself, as at other times ; he wist not that his 
strength was gone, and that the Lord had departed from 
him. ** The Philistines took him, and put out his eyes, and 
brought him down to Gaza, and bound him with fetters of 
brass." — Judges xvi. g 
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ELIMELECH AND HIS FAMILY. 

The Book of Ruth is a detached narrative, supplementary 
as it seems to the Book of Judges, to which it was joined 
in the Jewish copies of the Scriptures. The history, heing 
at once beautiful and distinct, its scenes are described in 
the very words of the chapters referred to : — " Now it 
came to pass in the days when the judges ruled, that there 
was a famine in the land. And a certain man of Beth- 
lehem- Judah went to sojourn in the country of Moab, he, 
and his wife, and his two sons. And the name of the man 
was Elimelech, and the name of his wife Naomi. And 
they came into the country of Moab, and continued there. 
And Elimelech died; and Naomi was left, and her two 
sons. And they took them wives of the women of Moab ; 
the name of the one was Orpah, and the name of the other 
Ruth ; and they dwelt there about ten years. And Mah« 
Ion and Chilion, Naomi's sons, died ; and the woman was 
left of her two sons and her husband. Then she arose 
with her daughters-in-law, that she might return from the 
country of Moab," — Ruth i. 



ORPAH GOES, AND RUTH STAYS WITH NAOMI. 

" And Naomi said unto her two daughters-in-law. Go, 
return each to her mother's house: the Lord deal kindly 
with you, as ye have dealt with the dead, and with me. 
The Lord grant you that ye may find rest, each of you in 
the house of her husband. Then she kissed them; and 
they lifted up their voices and wept. And they said unto 
her, We will surely return with thee unto thy people. And 
Naomi said, Turn again, my daughters: why will ye go 
with me ? Go your way ; for it grieveth me much for your 
sakes that the hand of the Lord is gone out against me. 
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And they lifted up their voice, and wept again : and Orpah 
kissed her mother-in-law ; but Ruth clave unto her. And 
Naomi said, Behold, thy sister-in-law is gone back unto 
her people, and unto her gods ; return thou after thy sister- 
in-law. And Ruth said, Intreat me not to leave thee, or to 
return from following after thee : for whither thou goest, I 
will go ; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge : thy people 
shall be my people, and thy God my God : the Lord do so 
to me, and more also, if ought but death part thee and me. 
So Naomi returned, and Ruth the Moabitess, her daughter- 
in-law, with her ; and they came to Bethlehem in the begin- 
ning of barley- harvest." — Ruth i. 



RUTH GLEANS IN THE FIELDS OF BOAZ. 

" And Naomi had a kinsman of her husband's, a mighty 
man of wealth, of the family of Elimelech ; and his name 
was Boaz. And Ruth said unto Naomi, Let me now go 
to the field, and glean ears of corn after him in whose 
sight I shall find grace. Aiid she said unto her, Go, my 
daughter. And she went, and came, and gleaned in the 
field after the reapers: and her hap was to light on a 
part of the field belonging unto Boaz, who was of the 
kindred of Elimelech. Then said Boaz unto his servant 
that was set over the reapers. Whose damsel is this ? And 
the servant said. It ts the Moabitish damsel that came 
back with Naomi out of the country of Moab. Then said 
Boaz unto Ruth, Hearest thou not, my daughter? Go 
not to glean in another field, neither go from hence, but 
abide here fast by my maidens. Then she fell on her face, 
and bowed herself to the ground, and said unto him, Why 
have I found grace in thine eyes, that thou shouldest take 
knowledge of me, seeing I am a stranger? And Boaz said 
unto her. It hath fully been shewed me all that thou hast 
done unto thy mother-in-law since the death of thine' 
husband." — Ruth ii. 
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BOAZ MARRIES RUTH. 

Naomi, having lost her two sons, was moved to sell their 
inheritance, and Boaz her kinsman now stood forth as a 
friend iii need and. a friend indeed. leaving first apprised 
a nearer relative than himself of the affair, and found that 
he was unable to redeem the possession, he transacted the 
business himself, and married Ruth also, as related in 
the fourth chapter of this narrative. " Now this was the 
manner in former time in Israel concerning redeeming 
and concerning changing, for to confirm all things ; a man 
plucked off his shoe, and gave it to his neighbour: and this 
was a testimony in Israel. Therefore the kinsman said 
unto Boaz, Buy it for thee. So he drew off his shoe. And 
Boaz said unto the elders, and unto all the people, Ye are 
witnesses this day that I have bought all that was Elime- 
lech's, and all that was Chilion's and Mahlon's, of the 
hand of Naomi. Moreover, Ruth the Moabitess, the wife 
of Mahlon, have I purchased to be my wife, to raise up the 
name of the dead upon his inheritance. So Boaz took 
Ruth, and she was his wife." — Ruth iv. 



HANNAH DEDICATES SAMUEL. 

Hannah the wife of Elkanah continued childless, which 
was accounted a great afiiiction amongst the Hebrew 
women. She therefore spread her complaint and her re- 
quest before God. As she prayed, Eli the priest, who sat 
upon a seat by a post of the Temple, seeing her lips to 
move, but hearing not the sound of her voice, looked upon 
her as a mere drunken mutterer. " And Eli said unto her. 
How long wilt thou be drunken ? put away thy wine from 
thee." Hannah having explained her grief, the prophet 
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compassionated her, and said, ** Go in peace : and the God 
of Israel grant thee thy petition." Her prayer was heard ; 
and when the child, whom she called Samuel, was weaned, 
she and her hushand took sacrifices, and offered and dedi- 
cated to the Lord according to her vow. — 1 Sam. i. 



THE DEATH OF ELI. 

Eli was high-priest and judge of Israel at this' time. 
Though a good man, he was timid, and did not exert him- 
self in correcting the immoralities of his family. His two 
sons, Hophni and Phineas, were most abandoned characters, 
on which account, the Lord appeared to Samuel, and de- 
nounced judgment upon the house of Eli, who received the 
tidings with pious resignation. Shortly after, the Israelites 
were defeated by the Philistines ; the ark was taken, and the 
sons of Eli were slain. ** And there ran a man of Benjamin 
out of the army, and came to Shiloh the same day, with 
his clothes rent, and with earth upon his head. And when 
he came, lo, Eli sat upon a seat by the way-side, watching : 
for his heart trembled for the ark of God. And when the 
man came into the city, and told it, all the city cried out. 
And when Eli heard the noise of the crying, he said, What 
meaneth the noise of this tumult ? And the man came in 
hastily, and told Eli. Now Eli was ninety and eight years 
old; and his eyes were dim, that he could not see. And 
the messenger said, Israel is fled before the Philistines, 
and there hath been also a great slaughter among the 
people; and thy two sons also are dead; and the ark of 
God is taken. And it came to pass, when he made mention 
of the ark of God, that he fell from off the seat backward, 
by the side of the gate, and his neck brake, and he died. 
And he had judged Israel forty years." — 1 Sam. iv. 
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DAGON ON THE GROUND BEFORE THE ARK. 

When the Israelites, during the battle, found that they 
were suffering defeat before their enemies, they sent for 
the ark, that hallowed token of God's presence and favour, 
thinking thereby to obtain deliverance and triumph; but 
they miscalculated here, and knew not that God was 
reckoning with them for their sins. It appears, however, 
that the Philistines themselves were struck with awe and 
terror, when they found by the shouting of the Israelites 
that the ark of God was come amongst them. However, 
they fought with redoubled valour, and Israel was smitten. 
** And the Philistines took the ark of God, and brought it 
from Eben-ezer unto Ashdod." And " they brought it into 
the house of Dagon [their god], and set it by Dagon. And 
when they of Ashdod arose early on the morrow, behold, 
Dagon was fallen upon his face to the earth before the ark 
of the Lord ; and the head of Dagon, and both the palms of 
his hands, were cut off upon the threshold; only the stump 
of Dagon was left to him. Therefore neither the priests of 
Dagon, nor any that come into Dagon' s house, tread on 
the threshold of Dagon in Ashdod unto this day." — 
1 Sam. v. 



DAVID ANOINTED KING. 

The people of Israel, never obedient or contented long 
together, desired to be governed by a king like the nations 
around them, forgetting that the Lord of Hosts was their 
sovereign. However, Samuel was admonished by God to 
gratify them in this matter, and Saul was appointed their 
first monarch ; but as he soon offended God by his mis- 
conduct, David was chosen to supersede him. He was the 
youngest son of Jesse, who was the grandson of Boaz, by 
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Ruth his wife. David's employment was. that of shepherd 
to his father. Samuel went by the divine command to 
select one of Jesse's numerous sons for the high honour of 
the throne of Israel. They were all made to pass before 
the prophet in succession, except the youngest, who, how- 
ever, was at length produced. " And the Lord said, Arise, 
anoint him : for this is he. Then Samuel took the horn of 
oil, and anointed him in the midst of his brethren : and the 
Spirit of the Lord came upon David from that day forward. 
But the Spirit of the Lord departed from Saul, and an evil 
spirit from the Lord troubled him." — 1 Sam. xvi. 



DAVID KILLS THE LION AND THE BEAR. 

David, it seems, was but a stripling, exceedingly slender 
and youthful in his appearance, and on this account was 
despised by his brethren and others. When, therefore, the 
giant Goliath defied Israel, and this youth, strong only in 
the unseen power of God, offered to do battle against this 
mighty foe, he was treated with much contempt for his 
apparent temerity or presumption. Sai^l sent for the lad, 
and remonstrated with him on his rash purpose ; but David 
said, " Thy servant kept his father's sheep, and there came 
a lion, and a bear, and took a lamb out of the flock : and I 
went out after him, and smote him, and delivered it out of 
his mouth ; and when he arose against me, I caught him 
by his beard, and smote him, and slew him. Thy secant 
slew both the lion and the bear; and this uncircumcised 
Philistine shall be as one of them, seeing he hath defied 
the armies of the living God. David said, moreover. The 
Lord that delivered me out of the paw of the lion, and out 
of the paw of the bear, he will deliver me out of the hand 
of this Philistine. And Saul said unto David, Go, and the 
Lord be with thee." — 1 Sam. xvii. 
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DAVID SLAYS GOLIATH. 

** And he [David] took his staff in his hand, and chose him 
five smooth stones out of the brook, and put them in a shep- 
herd's bag which he had, even in a scrip ; and his sling was 
in his hand : and he drew near to the Philistine. And the 
Philistine came on and drew near unto David ; and the man 
that bare the shield went before him. And when the Phi- 
listine looked about, and saw David, he disdained him : for 
he was but a youth, and ruddy, and of a fair countenance. 
And the Philistine said unto David, Am I a dog, that thou 
comest to me with staves? And the Philistine cursed 
David by his gods. And the Philistine said to David, 
Come to me, and I will give thy flesh unto the fowls of the 
air, and to the beasts of the field. Then said David to the 
Philistine, Thou comest to me with a sword, and with a 
spear, and with a shield ; but I come to thee in the name 
of the Lord of Hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom 
thou hast defied. And all this assembly shall know that 
the Lord saveth not with sword and spear : for the battle is 
the Lord's, and he will give you into our hands. And 
David put his hand in his bag, and took thence a stone, 
and slang it, and smote the Philistine in his forehead, that 
the stone sunk into his forehead; and he fell upon his face 
to the earth. And David took his sword, and drew it out 
of the sheath thereof, and slew him, and cut off his head 
therewith. And when the Philistines saw their champion 
was dead, they fled. — 1 Sam. xviL 



ABIGAIL BRINGS PRESENTS TO DAVID. 

David, in his wanderings and perplexities, had occasion to 
ask at the hands of Nabal, a wealthy but morose man« 
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some supplies for his wants. To this application, Nahal 
replied with the true spirit and temper of a churl, and 
scornfully denied the request David determined to resent 
his rude incivility, and gathered a company of armed men 
together, which heing represented to Abigail, Nabal's wife, 
a woman of great kindness and discretion, she made haste, 
and took two hundred loaves and two bottles of wine, and 
five sheep ready dressed, and five measures of parched com, 
and an hundred clusters of raisins, and two hundred cakes 
of figs, and laid them on asses." With this rich and 
seasonable present she met David and his band intent on 
nothing less than the destruction of Nabal and all that was 
his. The result was, that David was more than pacified by 
this interview, and at the death of Nabal he made Abigail 
his wife. — 1 Sam. xxv. 



DAVID TAKES SAUL'S SPEAR. 

Although David had been anointed by Samuel, he was 
not yet king in fact, but an oppressed and persecuted fugi- 
tive, under continual fears, and sometimes almost in de- 
spaiir in flying from the face of his enemies, of whom Saul 
was chief There were times, however, in which his power- 
ful foe lay completely at his mercy ; but the pious loyalty of 
David forbade him to use the advantage thus afibrded him. 
On one of these occasions, when Saul sought David with 
three thousand men, the youth with one only attendant 
stole into the camp of Saul by night, and approached the 
very spot where he lay reclined with his* spear stuck in the 
g^und at his head. Abishai, David's companion, now 
strongly urged him to rid himself of his enemy at a blow ; 
but David said, " The Lord forbid that I should stretch 
forth mine hand against the Lord's anointed : but, I pray 
thee, take thou now the spear, and the cruse of water, and 
let us go." This they did without awaking the sleeper.^- 
1 Sam. xxvi. 
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SAUL BRINGS UP SAMUEL FROM THE 

GRAVE. 

The kind forbearance of David, though it softened Saul's 
heart for a time, did not cure the deep-rooted envy and 
jealousy which he felt towards him. Nor did he seek in a 
proper way the favour and direction of God, who, therefore, 
refused to answer him by the priests, prophets, or by 
dreams. In this perplexity, he sought aid from evil spirits. 
Having found a person suited to his purpose, called the 
Witch of Endor, he disguised himself, and with two at- 
tendants came to the woman by night : " and he said, 
I pray thee, divine unto me by the familiar spirit, and 
bring me him up whom I shall name unto thee. Then said 
the woman, Whom shall I bring up unto thee ? And he 
said, Bring me up Samuel. And when the woman saw 
Samuel, she cried with a loud voice. And Saul said, What 
form is he of? And she said, An old man cometh up ; 
and he is covered with a mantle." Then it was that Saul 
procured, by this voice from the tomb, the dreadful sen- 
tence of condemnation and destruction to himself and his 
house: "The Lord is departed from thee, and is become 
thine enemy: and hath rent the kingdom out of thine 
hand, and hath given it to David. Moreover, the Lord 
will also deliver Israel with thee into the hand of the 
Philistines: and to-morrow shalt thou and thy sons be 
with me." — 1 Sam. xxviiL 



ASAHEL SLAIN BY ABNER. 

After Saul's death, Abner, the son of Ner, captain of 
Saul's host, took Ish-bosheth the son of Saul, and made him 
king over Israel. But the house of Judah followed David. 
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During this state of things, much contention and blood- 
shed took place between the partisans of the respective 
families. One of these instances is thus related : — " And 
there were three sons of Zeruiah there, Joab, and Abishai, 
and Asahel : and Asahel was as light of foot as a wild roe. 
And Asahel pursued after Abner ; and in going he turned 
not to the right hand nor to the left from following Abner. 
And Abner said to Asahel, Turn thee aside from following 
me: wherefore should I smite thee to the ground? How- 
beit, he refused to turn aside : wherefore Abner, with the 
hinder end of the spear, smote him under the fifth rib, that 
the spear came out behind him ; and he fell down there, and 
died." — 2 Sam. ii. 

DAVID MOURNS OVER ABNER. 

Abner, who had been chief captain of the forces for the 
house of Saul, being displeased at an imputation brought 
against him by Ish-bosheth, revolted to David, and soon be- 
came high in favour with that monarch. This excited the 
jealousy of Joab, the captain of David's host; who said 
unto him, " Thou knowest Abner the son of Ner, that he 
came to deceive thee, and to know thy going out and thy 
coming in, and to know all that thou doest And when 
Abner was returned to Hebron, Joab took him aside in the 
gate to speak with him quietly, and smote him there under 
the fifth rib, that he died, for the blood of Asahel his 
brother. And afterward when David heard it, he said, I 
and my kingdom are guiltless before the Lord for ever from 
the blood of Abner the son of Ner. Let it rest on the 
head of Joab, and on all his father's house. And King 
David himself followed the bier : and the king lifted up his 
voice, and wept at the grave of Abner ; and all the people 
wept And the king lamented over Abner." — 2 Sam. iiL 
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NATHAN'S PARABLE. 

David, though a monarch, and possessing all temporal 
blessings that he ought to have desired, yet fell into sin of 
the most grievous kind, in the matter of Bathsheba, the wife 
of Uriah. In order to gain possession of this man's wife, 
he caused Uriah to go to battle, and to be placed in such a 
situation there as to render his death nearly certain. Uriah 
was slain, and David immediately took his wife to himself. 
Then it was that the prophet Nathan sought out the royal 
delinquent, and rebuked him with words that at length 
entered his soul, and produced that pattern of penitential 
confession and prayer, the fiffy-first Psalm. "And the 
Lord sent Nathan unto David. And he came unto him, 
and said. There were two men in one city ; the one rich, 
and the other poor. The rich man had exceeding many 
flocks and herds : but the poor man had nothing, save one 
little ewe lamb, which he had bought and nourished up ; 
and it grew up together with him, and with his children : it 
did eat of his own meat, and drank of his own cup, and lay 
in his bosom, and was unto him as a daughter. And there 
came a traveller unto the rich man, and he spared to take 
of his own flock, and of his own herd, to dress for the way- 
faring man that was come unto him; but took the poor 
man's lamb, and dressed it for the 'man that was come to 
him. And David's anger was greatly kindled against the 
man : and he said to Nathan, As the Lord liveth, the man 
that hath done this thing shall surely die ; and because he 
had no pity. And Nathan said to David, Thou art the 
MAN." — 2 Sam. xiL 

- • ** 
ABSALOM KILLED BY JOAB. l'^: 3 

Absalom was a favoured but vicious son of David. He 
killed his brother Amnon, and raised a rebellion against his 
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father. This civil war occasioned a great slaughter of the 
Israelites, who thus fought with each other. King David, 
who yet loved his undutiful son, commanded Joab, the 
captain of his host, saying, " Deal gently for my sake with 
the young man, even with Absalom. And there was a 
great slaughter that day of twenty thousand men. For the 
battle was there scattered over the face of all the country. 
And Absalom met the servants of David. And Absalom 
rode upon a mule, and the mule went under the thick 
boughs of a great oak, and his head caught hold of the oak, 
and he was taken up between the heaven and the earth; 
and th« mule that was under him went away. And a cer- 
tain man saw it, and told Joab, and said. Behold, I saw 
Absalom hanged in an oak. Then said Joab, I may not 
tarry thus with thee. And he took three darts in his hand, 
and thrust them through the heart of Absalom, while he 
was yet alive in the midst of the oak. And ten young men 
that bare Joab's armour compassed about, and smote Absa- 
lom, and slew him." — 2 Sam. xviii. 



SOLOMON CROWNED IN PLACE OF DAVID. 

The succession of Solomon to the throne of Israel being 
threatened by the rebellious conduct of Adonijah, David 
resolved to make all sure by having Solomon publicly 
crowned in his presence. So Zadok the priest, and Nathan 
the prophet went down, and caused Solomon to ride upon 
King David's mule. " And Zadok the priest took an horn 
of oil out of the tabernacle, and anointed Solomon. And 
they blew the trumpet ; and all the people said, God save 
King Solomon." Adonijah on this submitted, but after- 
wards was put to death for another offence. — 1 Kings i. 
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THE JUDGMENT OF SOLOMON. 

This most celebrated of the Jewish monarchs having asked 
of God wisdom, instead of wealth and honours and length 
of days, obtained the gift which is above all price, and also 
all other earthly blessings. A specimen of his wisdom is 
given in the third chapter of the first Book of Kings : — 
" Then came there two women imto the king, and stood 
before him. And the one woman said, O my lord, I and 
this woman dwell in one house ; and we were together ; 
there was no stranger with us in the house, save we two 
in the house. And this woman's child died in the night ; 
because she overlaid it And she arose at midnight, and 
took my son from beside me, while thine handmaid slept, 
and laid it in her bosom, and laid her dead child in my 
bosom. And when I arose in the morning to give my 
child suck, behold, it was dead : but when I had considered 
it in the morning, behold, it was not my son, which I 
did bear. And the other woman said. Nay ; but the living 
is my son, and the dead is thy son. And this said. No ; 
but the dead is thy son, and the living is my son. Thus 
they spake before the king. And the king said. Bring me 
a sword. And they brought a sword before the king. And 
the king said. Divide the living child in two, and give half 
to the one, and half to the other. Then spake the woman 
whose the living child was unto the king (for her bowels 
yearned upon her son), and she said, O my lord, give her 
the living child, and in no wise slay it But the other said, 
Let it be neither mine nor thine,' but divide it. Then the 
king answered and said. Give her the living child, and in. no 
wise slay it: she is the mother thereof. And all Israel 
heard of the judgment which the king had judged; and they 
feared the king: for they saw that the wisdom of God was 
in him, to do judgment" — 1 Kings iii. 
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SOLOMON PRAYS FOR THE PEOPLE. 

It was at the dedication of the Temple that King Solomon 
poured forth that eloquent and pathetic prayer which is 
recorded in the eighth chapter of the first Book of Kings : — 
" And Solomon stood before the altar of the Lord in the 
presence of all the congregation of Israel, and spread forth 
his hands toward heaven." — 1 Kings viii. 



THE QUEEN OF SHEBA'S VISIT TO SOLOMON. 

" And when the Queen of Sheba heard of the fame of Solo- 
mon concerning the name of the Lord, she came to prove 
him with hard questions. And she came to Jerusalem with 
a very great train, with camels that bare spices, and very 
much gold, and precious stones : and when she was come to 
Solomon, she communed with him of all that was in her 
heart And Solomon told her all her questions : there was 
not any thing hid from the king, which he told her not 
And when the Queen of Sheba had seen all Solomon's wis- 
dom, and the house that he had built, and the meat of his 
table, and the sitting of his servants, and the attendance of 
his ministers, and their apparel, and his cup-bearers, and 
his ascent by which he went up unto the house of the Lord, 
there was no more spirit in her. And she said to the king. 
It was a true report that I heard in mine own land of thy 
acts and of thy wisdom. Howbeit I believed not the words, 
until I came, and mine eyes had seen it ; and, behold, the 
half was not told me : thy wisdom and prosperity exceedeth 
the fame which I heard. Happy are thy men, happy are 
these thy servants, which stand continually before thee, and 
that hear thy wisdom." Having made Solomon a most 
munificent present of precious things, the Queen of Sheba 
departed. — 1 Kings x. ><>T^"*^ 
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' JEROBOAM'S HAND RESTORED. 

This king was one of the idolatrous monarchs who turned 
asiae the people from their God, and made Israel to sin. 
Instead of worshipping the Lord, who dwelt between the 
cherubs in the Temple at Jerusalem, he made two golden 
calves, and set them up in distant parts of the land, and 
taught the people to worship before them. This he did to 
draw the people from Jerusalem, where his rival, Reho- 
boam, the son of Solomon, reigned. God, therefore, sent a 
prophet to the altar at Bethel, who foretold that a son of the 
house of David, Josiah by name, should bum the bones of 
Jeroboam's priests upon the altar: and, as a sign of the 
truth in this matter, the altar was suddenly rent asunder, 
and Jeroboam's hand, which he stretched out to lay hold on 
the prophet, was withered in the act This, however, was 
presently healed. " And the king answered and said unto 
the man of God, Intreat now the face of the Lord thy God, 
and pray for me, that my hand may be restored me again. 
And the man of God besought the Lord, and the king's 
hand was restored him again, and became as it was before." 
— 1 Kings xiiL 

THE DISOBEDIENT PROPHET SLAIN BY 

A LION. 

This is, indeed, a melancholy story. The man of God, for 
so he is always called in this narrative, had duly executed 
his conunission to Jeroboam; and, in obedience to the 
divine command, had abstained from partaking of any 
refreshment, though urged to it by the king. But, at 
length, a lying prophet, jealous perhaps of a rival's honour 
in being made a divine messenger to the monarch, contrived 
a snare for him, and thus accomplished his destruction : 
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" And he [the false prophet] went after the man of God, 
and found him sitting under an oak : and he said unto him, 
Art thou the man of God that camest from Judah ? And 
he said, I am. Then he said unto him, Come home with 
me, and eat bread." At first, he refused ; but, overcome by 
the false representations of the pretended prophet, he con- 
sented ; but, whilst they sat at table, the word of the Lord 
came to the disobedient prophet, and arraigned him for his 
transgression, pronouncing at the same time the sentence 
against him. " And when he was gone, a lion met him by 
the way, and slew him : and his carcase was cast in the way, 
and the ass stood by it, the lion also stood by the carcase." 
— 1 Kings xiii. 



ELIJAH FED BY RAVENS. 

Ahab, King of Israel, followed the wicked ways of his pre- 
decessors. He sinned grievously against God and man, 
and provoked God beyond all that were before him, who, to 
testify his displeasure, sent Elijah the prophet to reprove 
him, and to foretel that there should be neither rain nor 
dew for several years, which accordingly came to pass. 
During this famine, Elijah, who, without special assistance 
must have perished, was appointed to hide himself by the 
brook Cherith; and the ravens brought him bread and 
flesh in the morning and evening, and he drank of the 
waters of the brook. When the brook itself was dried up, 
God sent him to a woman of Zarephath, near to Zidon, to 
be maintained by her. This circumstance of the drought 
is alluded to by the apostle James, who takes occasion 
therefrom to set forth the power of prayer in a righteous 
man, although subjected to like passions with ourselves. — 
1 Kings xviL 
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ELIJAH AND THE WOMAN OF SAREPTA. 

"And the word of the Lord came unto him [Elijah], say- 
ing, Arise, get thee to Zarephath [otherwise Sarepta], which 
belongeth to Zidon, and dwell there : behold, I have com- 
manded a widow woman there to sustain thee. So he arose 
and went to Zarephath. And when he came to the gate of 
the city, behold, the widow woman was there gathering of 
sticks: and he called to her, and said, Fetch me, I pray 
thee, a little water in a vessel, that I may drink. And as 
she was going to fetch it, he called to her, and said. Bring 
me, I pray thee, a morsel of bread in thine hand. And she 
said. As the Lord thy God liveth, I have not a cake, but an 
handful of meal in a barrel, and a little oil in a cruse ; and, 
behold, I am gathering two sticks, that I may go in and 
dress it for me and my son, that we may eat it, and die. 
And Elijah said unto her, Fear not; go, and do as thou 
hast said : but make me thereof a little cake first, and bring 
it unto me, and after make for thee and for thy son : for 
thus saith the Lord God of Israel, The barrel of meal shall 
not waste, neither shall the cruse of oil fail, until the day 
that the Lord sendeth rain upon the earth. And she went, 
and did according to the saying of Elijah : and she, and he, 
and her house, did eat many days [or a full year]. And the 
barrel of meal wasted not, neither did the cruse of oil fail, 
according to the word of the Lord, which he spake by 
Elijah." — 1 Kings xviL 

ELIJAH RESTORES THE WIDOW'S SON. 

"And it came to pass after these things, that the son of 
the woman, the mistress of the house, fell sick; and his 
sickness was so sore, that there was no breath left in him. 
And she said unto Elijah, What have I to do with thee, O 
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FIRE FROM HEAVEN CONSUMES ELIJAH'S 

OFFERING. 

" And Elijah said unto all the people, Come near unto me. 
And all the people came near unto him. And he repaired 
the altar of the Lord that was broken down. And Elijah 
took twelve stones, according to the number of the tribes of 
the sons of Jacob, unto whom the word of the Lord came, 
saying, Israel shall be thy name : and with the stones he 
built an altar in the name of the Lord: and he made a 
tranch about the altar, as great as would contain two 
measures of seed. And he put the wood in order, and cut 
the bullock in pieces, and laid him on the wood, and said, 
Fill four barrels with water, and pour it on the burnt- 
sacrifice, and on the wood. And at the time of the offering 
of the evening sacrifice, Ely ah the prophet came near, 
and said. Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, let 
it be known this day that thou art God in Israel, and that I 
am thy servant, and that I have done all these things at thy 
word. Hear me, O Lord, hear me, that this people may 
know that thou art the Lord God; and that thou hast turned 
their heart back again. Then the fire of the Lord fell, and 
consumed the burnt-sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones, 
and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench. 
And when all the people saw it, they said, The Lord^ he is 
the God; the Lord, he is the God." — 1 Kings xviii. 



NABOTH STONED TO DEATH. 

We have seen that Ahab sinned grievously against God by 
his idolatry. He was also unjust and wicked towards man. 
" Naboth had a vineyard, which was in Jezreel, hard by the 
palace of Ahab, King of Samaria. And Ahab spake unto 
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Naboth, saying. Give me thy vineyard, that I may have it 
for a garden of herbs, because it is near unto my house : 
and I will give thee for it a better vineyard than it ; or, if it 
seem good to thee, I will give thee the worth of it in money. 
And Naboth said to Ahab, The Lord forbid it me, that I 
should give the inheritance of my fathers unto thee. And 
Ahab came into his house heavy and displeased. But Jeze- 
bel his wife said imto him. Why is thy spirit so sad, that 
thou eatest no bread ?" Ahab then gave her an account of 
his desire, and its disappointment through the determined 
refusal of Naboth. Jezebel reminded him that he was a 
monarch, advised him to banish his melancholy and refresh 
himself; adding, that she would soon give him his heart's 
wish. She therefore procured false witnesses, who declared 
that Naboth had blasphemed both God and the king. 
" Then they carried him forth out of the city, and stoned 
him with stones, that he died." — 1 Kings xxi. 



AHAZIAH'S MESSENGERS SLAIN. 

This king was the son of Ahab, who succeeded him in his 
kingdom, and followed him in his wicked ways. When he 
was sick, instead of intreating mercy of the Lord, or inquir- 
ing of him, he sent persons to ask of Baal-zebub, the god of 
Ekron, whether he should recover of his malady or not. 
-When Elijah reproved him for this impiety, Ahaziah sent 
three captains, each with fifty men, to make Elijah their 
prisoner. But the man of God was not to be delivered into 
their hands ; on the contrary, they became the victims of 
their own and their monarch's temerity. When the captain 
of fifty desired Elijah to come down from his seat on the 
hill, the prophet replied, " If I be a man of God, then let 
fiire come down from heaven, and consume thee and thy 
fifty. And there came down fire from heaven, and consumed 
him and his fifty."— 2 Kings i. 
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ELIJAH TAKEN TO HEAVEN. 

This eminent man of God having accomplished his term of 
days on earth, and executed with constant fidelity the divine 
mission of which he was the special ambassador, was spared 
alike the pains of death and the humiliation of dissolution 
in the grave. " And it came to pass, when the Lord would 
take up Elijah into heaven, that Elijah went with Elisha from 
Gilgal. And Elijah said unto Elisha, Ask what I shall do 
for thee, before I be taken away. And Elisha said, I pray 
thee, let a double portion of thy spirit be upon me. And 
he said, Thou hast asked a hard thing ; nevertheless, if thou 
see me when I am taken from thee, it shall be so unto thee ; 
but if not, it shall not be so. And it came to pass, as they 
still went on, and talked, that, behold, there appeared a 
chariot of fire, and horses of fire, and parted them both 
asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven." 
— 2 KiNQS ii. 

ELISHA CASTS SALT INTO THE WATER 

After the translation of his master to heaven, Elisha 
wrought many miracles, the first of which was, the parting 
of the waters of Jordan, as Elijah had done, by smiting 
them with his mantle. His next miracle was the healing 
the unwhdlesome waters of Jericho, which transaction is 
thus related: *^And the men of the city said unto Elisha, 
Behold, I pray thee, the situation of this city is pleasant, as 
my lord seeth: but the water is naught, and the ground 
barren. And he said. Bring me a new cruse, and put salt 
therein. And they brought it to him. And he went forth 
unto the spring of the waters, and cast the salt in there, and 
said, Thus saith the Lord, I have healed these waters ; there 
shall not be from thence any more death or barren land. 
So the waters were healed unto this day." — 2 Kings ii. 
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THE CHILDREN TORN BY BEARS. 

The next incident in the history of Elisha is especially 
instructive to young persons ; and warns them that, if they 
make sport of holy things or holy men, their tender age 
-will not exempt them from condemnation, nor from the 
swift judgment of God, if they provoke his wrath as did 
those mentioned in the text. "And he went up from 
thence unto Bethel : and as he was going up by the way, 
there came forth little children out of the city, and mocked 
him, and said unto him. Go up, thou bald head; go up, 
thou bald head. And he turned back, and looked on them, 
and cursed them in the name of the Lord. And there came 
forth two she-bears out of the wood, and tare forty and two 
children of them." Dr. Watts has thus noticed the event 
in his "Divine Songs for Children:" — 

The lips that dare be so profane. 

To mock, and jeer, and scoff 
At holy things and holy men. 

The Lord shall cut them off. 

When children in their wanton play 

Served old Elisha so, 
And bid the prophet go his way — 

" Go up, thou bald head, go ! " 

God quickly stopped their wicked breath, 

And sent two raging bears. 
That tore them limb from limb to death, 

With blood, and groans, and tears. 

Great God, how terrible art thou, 

To sinners ne'er so young: 
Grant me thy grace, and teach me how 

To tame and rule my tongue. — 2 Kings ii. 



72 



NAAMAN CURED OF HIS LEPROSY. 

The leprosy is a disease of the skin, most loathsome and 
inveterate, to which Eastern nations were particularly liable. 
The directions for the management of persons so afflicted, 
and their separation, as unclean, from others, are given with 
much minuteness in the Book of Leviticus. Naaman, an 
officer of the Syrian army, was a leper. " And the Syrians 
had gone out by companies, and had brought away captive 
out of the land of Israel a little maid ; and she waited on 
Naaman's wife. And she said unto her mistress, Would 
God my lord were with the prophet that is in Samaria I for 
he would recover him of his leprosy. And one went in, and 
told his lord, saying. Thus and thus said the maid that is of 
the land of Israel." The King of Israel was therefore sent 
to by the King of Syria, who accompanied his request with a 
rich present The King of Israel expressed surprise and 
resentment at the application ; but when Elisha heard of it, 
he desired that Naaman might come to him. " So Naaman 
came with his horses and with his chariot, and stood at the 
door of the house of Elisha. And Elisha sent a messenger 
unto him, saying. Go and wash in Jordan seven times, and 
thy flesh shall come again to thee, and thou shalt be clean. 
But Naaman was wroth, and went away, and said. Behold, I 
thought. He will surely come out to me, and stand and call 
on the name of the Lord his God, and strike his hand over 
the place, and recover the leper. Are not Abana and Phar- 
par, rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel ? 
may I not wash in them and be clean ? So he turned, and 
went away in a rage. And his servants said. My father, if 
the prophet had bid thee do some great thing, wouldest thou 
not have done it? how much rather then, when he saith to 
thee. Wash, and be clean ? Then went he down, and dipped 
himself seven times in Jordan, according to the saying of 
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the man of God: and his flesh came again like unto the 
flesh of a little child, and he was clean." — 2 Kings v. 



ELISHA CAUSES THE IRON TO SWIM. 

" And the sons of the prophets said unto Elisha, Behold 
now, the place where we dwell with thee is too strait for us. 
Let us go, we pray thee, unto Jordan, and take thence 
every man a heam, and let us make us a place there, where 
we may dwell. And he answered. Go ye. And one said. 
Be content, I pray thee, and go with thy servants. And he 
answered, I will go. So he went with them. And when 
they came to Jordan, they cut down wood. But as one was 
felling a heam, the axe head fell into the water: and he 
cried, and said, Alas, master ! for it was horrowed. And the 
man of God said. Where fell it? And he shewed him the 
place. And he cut down a stick, and cast it in thither ; and 
the iron did swim. Therefore said he. Take it up to thee. 
And he put out his hand, and took it" — 2 Kings vi. 



THE UNBELIEVER TRODDEN TO DEATH. 

Infidelity, when it arises from wilful blindness of heart, 
and want of confidence in the divine word, and in that of the 
sanctioned prophets and ministers of God, is guilt, both 
deep and dangerous. Elisha had wrought miracles enough 
before Jews and Gentiles to render his declaration credible 
by all, however wonderful the announcement might be. A 
very striking example of the punishment of thia sin is 
afibrded in the death of an infldel scofler during the siege 
of Samaria by the Syrians. — 2 Kings vii. 
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THE DEATH OF ELISHA, AND THE MIRACLE 

IN HIS TOMB. 

Though Elisha was not distinguished by a translation to 
heaven without the death of the body, like Elijah, it is 
evident that he had, according to his express desire, a 
double portion of the spirit of Elijah resting upon him; 
for he appears not only to have wrought in his life-time 
many more miracles than his precursor, but his body re- 
tained this divine power in the very tomb. " And Elisha 
died, and they buried him. And the bands of the Moabites 
invaded the land at the coming in of the year. And it 
came to pass, as they were burying a man, that, behold, 
they spied a band of men ; and they cast the man into the 
sepulchre of Elisha : and when the man was let down, and 
touched the bones of Elisha, he revived, and stood up on his 
feet" — 2 Kings xiii. 



THE ASSYRIANS SLAIN BY AN ANGEL. 

Hezekiah was one of the kings of Judah, and a good king 
he was upon the whole, though some faults and weaknesses 
are recorded of him. In the nineteenth chapter of the 
second Book of Kings, we find him threatened and taunted 
with both alarming and blasphemous messages by the King 
of Assyria, who had already conquered and taken captive 
the hosts of Israel, and had also taken the famed cities of 
Judah. Rab-shakeh had been sent with others to Heze- 
kiah, with words of scorn and defiance, mingled with awful 
impiety of language towards tfa^ God of Judah. "And it 
came to pass, when King Hezekiah heard it, that he rent his 
clothes, and covered himself with sackcloth, and went into 
the house of the Lord. And he sent to Isaiah the son of 
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Amoz, and said, Thus saith Hezekiah, This day is a day of 
trouble, and of rebuke, and blasphemy : it may be the Lord 
thy God will hear all the words of Rab-shakeh, whom the 
King of Assyria his master hath sent to reproach the living 
Grod; and will reprove the words which the Lord thy God 
hath heard: wherefore lift up thy prayer for the remnant 
that are left So the servants of King Hezekiah came to 
Isaiah. And Isaiah said unto them, Thus salth the Lord, 
Be not afraid of the words which thou hast heard, with which 
the servants of the King of Assyria have blasphemed me. 
Behold, I will send a blast upon him, and he shall hear a 
rumour, and shall return to his own land ; and I will cause 
him to fall by the sword in his own land. And it came to 
pass that night, that the angel of the Lord went out, and 
smote in the camp of the Assyrians an hundred fourscore 
and five thousand. So Sennacherib King of Assyria de- 
parted, and went and returned, and dwelt at Nineveh." — 
2 Kings xix. 

THE SHADOW ON THE DIAL RECEDES. 

The mercy and the condescension of the Almighty to 
Hezekiah were again manifested in behalf of himself per- 
sonally when he fell sick, and was admonished by the pro- 
phet Isaiah to prepare for death. The afflicted king turned 
his &ce to the wall, and poured out his complaint to the 
God whom he had served with such earnestness and success 
that Isaiah was commissioned again to visit him, and to be 
the bearer of grace and mercy. " Thus saith the Lord, the 
God of David thy father, I have heard thy prayer, I have 
seen thy tears : behold, I will heal thee : on the third day 
thou shalt go up unto the house of the Lord. And I will add 
unto thy days fifteen years ; and this sign shalt thou have of 
the Lord : and he [the Lord] brought the shadow back ten 
degrees backward, by which it had gone down in the dial of 
Ahaz." — 2 Kings xx. 
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HADORAM STONED. 

Rehoboam was one of the bad kings of Judah. When the 
Israelites laid their grievances before him, and entreated 
that he would somewhat ease the intolerable burdens under 
which they had long groaned, instead of treating them with 
kindness and leniency, he, with the inconsiderate rashness 
of a headstrong and inexperienced youth, answered their 
petitions with threatenings and words of defiance. "My 
little finger,'' he said to them, "shall be thicker than my 
father's loins : my father chastised you with whips, but I 
will chastise you with scorpions." This mad and wicked 
reply produced a revolt of the people, so that the king's tax- 
gatherer was slain when he approached them. " Then King 
Rehoboam sent Hadoram that was over the tribute; and 
the children of Israel stoned him with stones, that he died." 
— 2 Chron. X. 

ZEDEKIAH SMITES MICAIAH ON THE CHEEK. 

When Ahab was King of Israel, Jehoshaphat was King of 
Judah, and the two monarchs "joined ^nity" mth. each 
other. Ahab wished to go up to Ramoth-gilead to battle, 
and he inquired of Jehoshaphat if he would accompany 
him ; to which the latter consented. But as this expedition 
was a movement of importance and anxiety, Jehoshaphat 
was desirous of inquiring of the Lord concerning it. Ahab 
had summoned four hundred prophets, to whom he put the 
question. " And they said. Go up ; for God will deliver it 
into the king's hand. But Jehoshaphat said, Is there not 
here a prophet of the Lord besides, that we might inquire 
of him ? And the King of Israel said unto Jehoshaphat, 
There is yet one man by whom we may inquire of the Lord : 
but I hate him ; for he never prophesied good unto me, but 
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always evil: the same is Mieaiah the son of Imla. And 
Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah had made him horns of 
iron, and said, Thus saith the Lord, with these thou shalt 
push Syria until they he consumed. And all the prophets 
prophesied so. And Mieaiah said, Behold, the Lord hath 
put a lying spirit in the mouth of these thy prophets, and 
the Lord hath spoken evil against thee. Then Zedekiah 
came near, and smote Mieaiah upon the cheek, and said. 
Which way went the Spirit of the Lord from me to speak 
unto thee ? And Mieaiah said. Behold, thou shalt see on 
that day when thou shalt go into an inner chamber to hide 
.thyselt" — 2 Chron. xviii. 



ATHALIAH SLAIN. 

Athaliah was the mother of Ahaziah, King of Israel. 
She was a wicked adviser to her son, who walked after her 
counsel, and that of his imgodly forefathers : he, however, 
was slain by Jehu. "But when Athaliah the mother of 
Ahaziah saw that her son was dead, she arose and destroyed 
all the seed royal of the house of Judah," excepting Joash, 
the son of Ahaziah, who was concealed. " And he was with 
them hid in the house of God six years: and Athaliah 
reigned over the land." In the seventh year, however, Je- 
hoiada the priest procured a revolution in favour of Joash. 
** And Athaliah looked, and, behold, the king stood at his 
pillar: and all the people of the land rejoiced, and soimded 
with trumpets, also the singers with instruments of music. 
Then Athaliah rent her clothes, and said, Treason, treason ! 
Then Jehoiada the priest brought out the captains of hun- 
dreds, that were set over the host, and said unto them, Have 
her forth of the ranges : and whoso foUoweth her, let him be 
slain with the sword. So they laid hands on her : and when 
she was come to the entering of the horse- gate, by the king's 
.house, they slew her there." — 2 Chron. xxii. ; xxiiL 
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UZ2IAH STRUCK WITH LEPROSY. 

UzziAH was made king at sixteen years old, in the room of 
Amaziah his father. He sought after God, in the days of 
Zechariah the prophet, and God prospered his arms against 
all his enemies, and made his name great ; but he provoked 
God afterwards, when his mind was elated with his prospe- 
rity. He assumed the priestly office most presumptuously,, 
and burnt incense in the temple, though the priests opposed 
him.  To mark his displeasure at this impious presumption, 
God smote the king with leprosy, whUe he was yet engaged 
in this act of profanation. ** And Uzziah the king was a 
leper until the day of his death." — 2 Chron. xxvi. 



THE PRIESTS AND LEVITES PRAISE THE 

LORD. 

The repeated rebellions and idolatries of the Israelites 
brought upon them the punishment which God had long 
threatened for their sins. Nebuchadnezzar, King of Baby- 
lon, invaded the country, took Jerusalem, and made pri- 
soners a great number of the people, whom he carried away 
captive to Babylon. The Book of Ezra contains an account 
of their restoration imder Zerubbabel, after the captivity of 
seventy years. Babylon itself was taken by Cyrus, the 
general of the Median King Darius, after whose death, 
Cyrus became King of Persia ; and he not only gave the 
Jews a release, but gave them also a commission to rebuild 
the Temple ; and restored to them the gold and silver vessels 
that had been taken away. " And when the builders laid 
the foundation of the Temple of the Lord, they set the 
priests in their apparel with trumpets, and the Levites the 
sons of Asaph with cymbals, to praise the Lord, after the 
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ordinance of David King of Israel. And they sung together 
by course, in praising and giving thanks unto the Lord ; 
because he is good, for his mercy endureth for ever towards 
Israel. And all the people shouted with a great shout when 
they praised the Lord, because the foundation of the house 
of the Lord was laid." — Ezra iii. 



THE BUILDERS HAVE ARMS IN THEIR 

HANDS. 

"But it came to pass, that. when Sanballat, and Tobiah, 
and the Arabians, and the Ammonites, and the Ashdodites, 
heara that the walls of Jerusalem were made up, and that 
the breaches began to be stopped, then they were very 
wroth, and conspired all of them together to come and to 
fight against Jerusalem, and to hinder it Nevertheless we 
made our prayer unto our God, and set a watch against 
them day and night because of them. And our adversaries 
said, They shall not know, neither see, till we come in the 
midst among them, and slay them, and cause the work to 
cease. Therefore set I in the lower places behind the wall, 
and on the higher places, I even set the people after their 
families with their swords, their spears, and their bows. 
And I looked, and rose up, and said unto the nobles, and to 
the rulers, and to the rest of the people. Be not ye afraid of 
them : remember the Lord which is great and terrible, and 
fight for your brethren, your sons, and your daughters, your 
wives, and your houses. And it came to pass, from that 
time forth, that the half of my servants wrought in the 
work, and the other half of them held the spears. They 
. which builded on the wall, and they that bare burdens, with 
those that laded, every one with one of his hands ¥rrought 
in the work, and with the other hand held a weapon." — 
Neh. iv. 
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EZRA READS THE LAW BEFORE THE PEOPLE. 

During the captivity, the Books of the Law, and even the 
worship of God, had been lost sight of, and nearly forgotten. 
After the restoration, its celebration, according to his own 
ordinance and appointment, was once more instituted. The 
feast of tabernacles was kept by the people dwelling in 
booths made of branches of trees seven days together. On 
the first day of the seventh month, Ezra assembled them, 
and having before collected and arranged the books of the 
law, he read therein, and gave the sense of the words, that 
they might see their past sins and errors, and be instructed 
to yield a more regular and exact obedience for the time to 
come. This being done, he "blessed the great God: and 
all the people answered, Amen, Amen." — Neh. viii. 



MORDECAI GIVES A COPY OF THE DECREE. 

The Book of Esther contains the history of a Jewish cap- 
tive of that name, who had gained the affections of Ahasu- 
erus, the King of Persia. By marriage with this potentate, 
Esther was raised to the throne ; but it seems that the fact 
of her being a Jewess, was studiously concealed by the ad- 
vice of Mordecai, another of the Hebrew captives. At this 
time, the favour or caprice of the monarch induced him to 
promote Haman, a proud and ambitious man, and to set him 
above all the princes that were with him. Agreeably to the 
king's command, and eastern usage, bodily homage was 
paid by those around to this exalted personage. But Mor- 
decai the Jew refused to bow or worship him at all. "And 
when Haman saw that Mordecai bowed not, nor did him 
reverence, then was Haman full cff wrath. Wherefore 
Haman sought to destroy all the Jews that were through- 
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out the whole ^kingdom of Ahasuerus, even the people of 
Mordecai" This desperately wicked and malicious man, 
therefore, actually obtained a decree from the Persian despot 
for the massacre of all the Jews in his dominions : which 
dreadful proceeding, of course, filled Mordecai with the 
deepest consternation and grie£ This being observed by 
Esther, she inquired, and soon found the reason ; for Mor- 
decai had given her messenger, Hatach, the copy of the 
writing of the decree passed at Shushan to destroy the Jews. 
— Esther iv. 

PIAMAN HONOURS MORDECAI. 

The influence of Esther, and some sense of justice in the 
minJ of Ahasuerus, soon brought about a change in the 
matter of the decree obtained by Haman against the Jews. 
The king turned his thoughts towards Mordecai, and found 
that he had been instrumental in preserving his own life 
from the hands of assassins, but that no reward had reached 
him as yet for this service. Now at the very moment when 
Haman was waiting to instigate the king to hang his rival, 
Mordecai, he was sent for by the monarch to advise him as 
to what should be done to the man whom the king de- 
lighteth to honour. Haman, doubting not that himself was 
intended for this new distinction, said, " Let the royal apparel 
be brought which the king useth to wear, and the horse 
that the king rideth upon, and the crown royal which is set 
upon his head: and let one of the king's most noble princes 
array the man withal whom the king delighteth to honour, 
and bring him on horseback through the street of the city. 
Then the king said to Haman, Make haste, and do even so 
to MordecaL Then took Haman the apparel, and the 
horse, and arrayed Mordecai, and brought him on horse- 
back through the city, and proclaimed before him. Thus 
shall it be done unto the man whom the king delighteth to 
honour." — Esther vi. a 
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HAMAN ACCUSED AND HANGED. 

" So the king and Haman came to banquet with Esther the 
queen. And the king said again unto Esther, What is thy 
petition, Queen Esther? and it shall be performed, even to 
the half of the kingdom. Then Esther the queen answered 
and said. If I have found favour in thy sight, O king, let my 
life be given me at my petition, and my people at my re- 
quest : for we are sold, I and my people, to be destroyed, to 
be slain, and to perish. Then the king answered and said 
unto Esther, Who is he, and where is he, that durst presume 
in his heart to do so ? And Esther said. The adversary and 
enemy is this wicked Haman. Then Haman was afraid be- 
fore the king and the queen. And Harbonah, one of the 
chamberlains, said before the king. Behold, the gallows fifty 
cubits high, which Haman had made for Mordecai, who had 
spoken good for the king, standeth in the house of Haman. 
Then the king said. Hang him thereon. So they hanged 
Haman on the gallows that he had prepared for Mordecai. 
Then was the king's wrath pacified.'^ — Esther viL 



AHASUERUS FAVOURS ESTHER AND 

MORDECAI. 

"On that day did the King Ahasuerus give the house of 
Haman, the Jews* enemy, unto Esther the queen: and 
Mordecai came before the king. And the king took off his 
ring, which he had taken from Haman, and gave it unto 
Mordecai. And Esther set Mordecai over the house of 
Haman. And Esther spake yet again before the king, and 
fell down at his feet, and besought him with tears to put 
away the mischief of Haman the Agagite, and his device 
that he had devised against the Jews. Then the king held 
out the golden sceptre toward Esther. So Esther arose, 
and stood before the king, and said. If it please the king. 
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and if I have found favour in his sight, and the thing seem 
right before the king, let it be written to reverse the letters 
devised by Haman, which he wrote to destroy the Jews 
which are in all the king's provinces : for how can I endure 
to see the evil that shall come unto my people ? or how can 
I endure to see the destruction of my kindred ? Then the 
King Ahasuerus said unto Esther the queen, and to Mor- 
decai the Jew, Write ye also for the Jews, as it liketh you, 
in the king's name. And the Jews had joy and gladness, a 
feast and a good day." — Esther vijiL 



JOB RECEIVES NEWS OF HIS CALAMITIES. 

The Book of Job contains the history of a man equally 
distinguished for purity, uprightness of character, and for 
honours, wealth, and domestic felicity ; but whom God per- 
mitted, for the trial of his faith, to be suddenly deprived of 
all his numerous blessings, and to be at once plunged into 
the deepest afflictions and most accumulated distress. In 
the first chapter, we have an account of the previous pros- 
perity of Job ; of the permission given Satan to tempt and 
almost to overwhelm him with calamity. Messenger after 
messenger arrived with tidings of devastation and ruin to his 
property, and the destruction of his family and servants. It 
was on a day of festivity and mirth, that the tale of his mul- 
tiplied misfortunes first reached him. It was when his woes 
were summed up by the account of the house falling upon 
his sons and destroying them, that " Job arose, and rent his 
mantle, and shaved his head, and fell down upon the ground, 
and worshipped, and said, Naked came I out of my mother's 
womb, and naked shall I return : the Lord gave, and the 
Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord." 
And, it is added, " In all this Job sinned not, neither 
charged God foolishly." — Job i. 
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JOB AND HIS THREE FRIENDS. 

The calamities of Job were greatly embittered by the impious 
temper of his wife, who, instead of soothing his wounded 
spirit, and seeking to strengthen his faith in God, now in 
the time of his need and dire adversity, counselled him at 
once to deny all religion; to curse God and die. " Dost 
thou still retain thine integrity ? " was the taunting speech 
of this wretched woman. Nor did his three celebrated 
friends, the patterns of so many cold, cruel, and mocking 
sympathisers, at all alleviate his sufferings. Nothing could 
be more cutting than almost the first sentences of the speech 
of Eliphaz. " Behold, thou hast instructed many, and thou 
hast strengthened the weak hands, and the feeble knees. 
But now it is come upon thee, and thou faintest ; it toucheth 
thee, and thou art troubled. Remember, I pray thee, who 
ever perished, being innocent? Call now, if there be 
any that will answer thee ; and to which of the saints wilt 
thou turn? For wrath killeth the foolish man, and envy 
slayeth the silly one. His children are far from safety, and 
they are crushed in the gate." The remorseless cruelty of 
this last allusion may be judged by referring to the cala- 
mity recorded in the first chapter. — Job iv. ; v. 



JOB'S FRIENDS OFFER SACRIFICES. 

Although in the course of their orations. Job's friends 
undoubtedly said much that was true and good, yet it was 
mingled with error, and the spirit of it was bad; beside 
that reproof and crimination, at such a time, was unseason- 
able, and a severe aggravation of his suflferings. When, 
therefore, they had concluded their statements, and Job his 
reply, the Almighty uttered his voice and asserted his own 



BIBLE HISTORY. 85 

power and prerogative. To the words of the Supreme 
Disposer of all events, Job lent an attentive ear, and sub- 
mitted with all himiility. " I have heard of thee," said he, 
" by the hearing of the ear, but now mine eye seeth thee. 
Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes. 
And it was so, that the Lord said to Eliphaz the Tema- 
nite. My wrath is kindled against thee, and against thy two 
friends: for ye have not spoken of me the thing that is 
right, as my servant Job hath. Therefore take unto you now 
seven bullocks and seven rams, and go to my servant Job, 
and o£fer up for yourselves a burnt-offering ; and my servant 
Job shall pray for you : for him will I accept : lest I deal 
with you after your folly, in that ye have not spoken of me 
the thing which is right, like my servant Job. So Eliphaz 
the Temanite, and Bildad the Shuhite, and Zophar the 
Naamathite, went, and did according as the Lord com- 
manded them: the Lord also accepted Job." — Job xlii. 



THE DELIVERANCE OF JOB. 

This most beautiful and instructive narrative, though it 
commences with disaster and grief, concludes with forgive* 
ness, joy, and blessing, the most signal and abundant 
" And the Lord turned the captivity of Job, when he prayed 
for his friends : also the Lord gave Job twice as much as he 
had before. Then came there unto him all his brethren, and 
all his sisters, and all they that had been of his acquaintance, 
and comforted him: every man also gave him a piece of 
money, and every one an earring of gold. So the Lord 
blessed the latter end of Job more than the beginning : for 
he had fourteen thousand sheep, and six thousand camels, 
and a thousand yoke of oxen, and a thousand she-asses." — 
Job xliL 
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AN ANGEL TOUCHES ISAIAH'S TONGUE. 

Isaiah was of the tribe of Judah; and it is supposed that 
he was descended from a branch of the royal family. He 
was the earliest of the four great prophets, and entered 
upon his office in the last year of Uzziah's reign, about 
758 years before Christ It appears probable that he was 
put to death by command of Manasseh, and that he pro- 
phesied about sixty-one years. Isaiah is uniformly spoken 
of in Scripture as a prophet of the highest dignity. His 
style is universally allowed to be remarkable for its rich- 
ness, elegance, force, and sublimity ; and he gives so copious 
and circumstantial an account of the promised Messiah and 
his kingdom, that he has been emphatically called the 
Evangelical Prophet In the year that King Uzziah died, 
Isaiah saw a vision, ** the Lord sitting upon a throne, high 
and lifted up, and his train filled the temple. Above it stood 
the seraphims : and one cried unto another, and said. Holy, 
holy, holy is the Lord of Hosts : the whole earth is full of 
his glory. Then said I, Woe is me ! for I am undone ; 
because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the 
midst of a people of unclean lips : for mine eyes have seen 
the King, the Lord of Hosts. Then flew one of the 
seraphims unto me, having a live coal in his hand, which 
he had taken with the tongs from off the altar : and he laid 
it upon my mouth, and said, Lo, this hath touched thy lips ; 
and thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purged. Also 
I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, 
and who will go for us? Then said I, Here am I; send 
me." — Isaiah vi. 

JEREMIAH'S VISIONS. 

This prophet was a native of Anathoth, a village about 
three miles from Jerusalem. He was called to the pro« 
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phetic office in the thirteenth year of Josiah's reign, hefor6 
Christ 628, and continued to exercise it forty- one years. 
He was suffered to remain in Judea, when his countrymen 
were carried captive hy Nebuchadnezzar, and he afterwards 
retired into Egypt It is said that he was there stoned to 
death. We have, in the first chapter of the book which 
bears his name, an account of two remarkable visions; — 
"Then the Lord touched my mouth: and said unto me, 
Behold, I have put my words in thy noouth. Moreover 
the word of the Lord came unto me, saying, Jeremiah, 
what seest thou ? And I said, I see a rod of an almond- 
tree. And the word of the Lord came unto me the second 
time, saying, What seest thou ? And I said, I see a seeth- 
ing-pot, and the face thereof is toward the north. Then 
the Lord said unto me, Out of the north an evil shall break 
forth upon all the inhabitants of the land." — Jer. I 



JEREMIAH DRAWN OUT OF THE DUNGEON. 

The predictions of this prophet were generally of a cala- 
mitous kind, and were therefore anjrthing but palatable to 
those concerned : he therefore got 111 usage at their hands, 
and was on one occasion shut up in a dungeon by order of 
the king. But on the representation and remonstrance of 
an Ethiopian, he was at length removed. "So Ebed- 
melech went into the house, and topk thence old rags, and 
let them down by cords into the dungeon to Jeremiah : and 
said. Put these old cast clouts and rotten rags, under thine 
arm-Hioles under the cords. And Jeremiah did so. So they 
drew up Jeremiah with cords, and took him out of the 
dungeon." — Jer. xxxviiL 
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THE VISION OF EZEKIEL. 

EzEKiEL lived at the same time as Jeremiah. He was 
carried captive to Babylon with Jehoiachim, King of Judab, 
598 years before Christ, and was placed, with many others 
of his nation, near the river Chebar, in Mesopotamia, where 
he was favoured with the divine revelation contained in 
this book. The boldness with which he reproved the 
idolatry and wickedness of his cowitrymen is said to have 
cost him his life ; but his memory was greatly revered, not 
only by the Jews, but also by the Medes and Persians. 
This book contains the glorious appearance of God to the 
prophet, and his solenm appointment to his office. It is to 
be observed that the last twelve chapters of Ezekiel bear a 
strong resemblance to the concluding chapters of the Reve- 
lation of St John. For the first vision of Ezekiel, we 
must refer to the first chapter of his book. — Ezek. i. 



THE VISION OF DRY BONES. 

" The hand of the Lord was upon me, and carried me out 
in the Spirit of the Lord, and set me down in the midst of 
the valley which was full of bones. And caused me to pass 
by them round about : and, behold, there were very many 
in the open valley; and, lo, they were very dry. And he 
said unto me, Son of man, can these bones live ? And I 
answered, O Lord God, thou knowest Again he said unto 
me. Prophesy upon these bones, and say unto them, O ye 
dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus saith the 
Lord God unto these bones ; Behold, I will cause breath to 
enter into you, and ye shall live: and I will lay sinews 
upon you, and will bring up flesh upon you, and cover you 
with skin; and ye shall know that I am the Lord. So I 
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prophesied as I was commanded : and as I prophesied, there 
was a noise, and, behold, a shaking, and the bones came 
together, bone to his bone. And when I beheld, lo, the 
sinews and the flesh came up upon them, and the skin 
covered them above: but there was no breath in them. 
Then said he unto me. Prophesy, and say to the wind. Thus 
saith the Lord God ; Come from the four winds, O breath, 
and breathe upon these slain, that they may live. So the 
breath came into them, and they lived, and stood up upon 
their feet, an exceeding great army. Then he said unto 
me, Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. 
Thus saith the Lord God; Behold, O my people, I will 
open your graves, and cause you to come up out of your 
graves, and bring you into the land of Israel." — Ezek. 
xxxvii. 



THE VISION OF THE NEW TEMPLE. 

In the last nine chapters of Ezekiel we have recorded a 
most remarkable vision of the structure of a new Temple, 
and a polity, or state of society and government, applicable 
in the first instance to the return of the Jews from the 
Babylonian captivity, but in its ultimate meaning referring 
evidently to the distant glories of the Gospel day. The 
account is too long to insert here, and too particular in its 
statements to be abridged with success. We must, there- 
fore, refer the readers of these little volumes to the fortieth 
chapter of Ezekiel, in which the vision is commenced; and 
represents, first, the appearance of a man with a measuring 
line in his hand, ascertaining the dimensions of a new and 
complicated structure; the various walls, porches, cham- 
bers, and ornaments of which are detailed with nearly as 
much minuteness as in the account given of the real 
Temple built by King Solomon. — Ezek. xl.^ 



90 



DANIEL TELLS NEBUCHADNEZZAR HIS 

DREAM. 

Daniel also was a captive, carried away to Babylon when 
he was about eighteen or twenty years of age, and in the 
year 606 before the Christian era. He was placed in the 
court of Nebuchadnezzar; and was afterwards raised to 
situations of great rank and power, both in the empire of 
Babylon and Persia. Perhaps the best rebuke that ever 
was administered to imposture, was that of Nebuchadnezzar 
to the lying sorcerers of his day. The monarch had dreamed 
a dream, and desired two things of these magicians, — the 
dream itself, and the interpretation of it And why should 
it be harder to tell a man what he has dreamed, than to 
foretel future events by it, when told ? It was a first-rate 
expedient for testing the true qualifications of these sooth- 
sayers, to make them tell the dream to the dreamer ; and 
it had the desired efiect of exposing their deceitful preten- 
sions. On their failure, Nebuchadnezzar conmianded that 
all the reputed wise men should be destroyed ; and Daniel 
and his fellows were included in the fatal decree. But he, 
being no impostor, sought from his God the revelation 
needed, and obtained it He made it known, with all its 
mysterious particulars, to the king. — Dan. ii 



SHADRACH, MESHACH, AND ABED-NEGO, IN 
THE FIERY FURNACE. 

Daniel was now in high favour with the King of Babylon, 
and had wealth, honour, and power conferred upon him in 
abundance. By leave of the king, he set three of his 
brother Jews, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, as rulers 
over the province of Babylon. But they soon found the 
dangers of their elevation. Nebuchadnezzar had a golden 
image made, at whose dedication all the people were to fall 
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down and worship it Disobedience to this decree was to 
be punished hj death in a fiery furnace, prepared on pur- 
pose. As the exaltation of the three Jews had procured 
them the envy and enmity of certain Chaldeans, they drew 
near and informed Nebuchadnezzar that the persons he had 
promoted had not obeyed his command, nor worshipped the 
image. Their reply evinced unshaken piety and intre- 
pidity: — "Our God whom we serve is able to deliver us 
from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of 
thine hand, O king. But if not, be it known unto thee, O 
king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship thy 
golden image which thou hast set up." Nebuchadnezzar, 
full of fury, commanded instant execution of the sentence, 
which was so imjust, that the men who delivered the victims 
to the flames were destroyed by the intense heat of the 
furnace. " And these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abed-nego, fell down bound into the midst of the burning 
fiery furnace ; " when the king was astonished to perceive 
four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire, the form of 
the fourth being like the Son of God ! Awed and subdued 
by the sight, the king called the three Jews by their names 
to come out ; and they came out unhurt, nor had the smell 
of fire passed upon them. — Dan. iii. 



NEBUCHADNEZZAR WITH THE BEASTS. 

This king had another dream, which troubled him much, 
but which none but Daniel could interpret ; and it foretold 
grievous calamity to the monarch, even madness and his 
exclusion from human society. The prophet conveyed his 
message with firmness and respect, coupled with good advice, 
which, it seems, was unheeded ; for all that had been pre- 
dicted fell upon him. Whilst exulting in his greatness, he 
was struck with insanity, and 4riven from man to partake of 
the grass in the fields with the oxen. — Dan. iv. 
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THE WRITING ON THE WALL. 

" Belshazzar [another King of Babylon] made a great 
feast to a thousand of his lords, and drank wine before the 
thousand. Then they brought the golden vessels that were 
taken out of the Temple of the house of God which was at 
Jerusalem ; and the king, and his princes, his wives, and his 
concubines, drank in them. They drank wine, and praised 
the gods of gold, and of silver, of brass, of iron, of wood, 
and of stone. In the same hour came forth fingers of a 
man's hand, and wrote over against the candlestick upon 
the plaister of the wall of the king's palace: and the king 
saw the part of the hand that wrote. Then the king's coim- 
tenance was changed, and his thoughts troubled him, so that 
the joints of his loins were loosed, and his knees smote one 
against another." The Chaldeans were now sent for, but 
they were confounded at the sight, and could answer no- 
thing. It remained for Daniel again to stand interpreter, 
and again to bear a message of calamity and ruin. " And 
this is the writing that was written, Mene, Mene, Tekel, 
tJpHARSiN. This is the interpretation of the thing : God 
hath numbered thy kingdom, and finished it; thou art 
weighed in the balances, and art found wanting ; thy king- 
dom is divided, and given to the Medes and Persians. In 
that night was Belshazzar the King of the Chaldeans slain. 
And Darius the Median took the kingdom." — Dan. v. 



DANIEL IN THE LIONS' DEN. 

" It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom an hundred and 
twenty princes, which should be over the whole kingdom ; 
and over these, three presidents; of whom Daniel was first: 
and the. king thought to set him over the whole realm. 
Then the presidents and pripces sought to find occasicm 
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against Daniel; but they could find none occasion nor 
fault Then these presidents and princes assembled to- 
gether to the king, and said thus unto him, King Darius 
live for ever. All the presidents of the kingdom have con- 
sulted together to establish a royal statute, and to make a 
firm decree, that whosoever shall ask a petition of any god 
or man for thirty days, save of thee, O king, he shall be cast 
into the den of lions. Now, O king, establish the decree. 
Wherefore King Darius signed the decree." This stratagem 
of course had the desired effect of entrapping Daniel, who 
knee^d to his God before his open window three times 
a- day. Notwithstanding that the king now saw through 
this malicious device, and was anxious to save Daniel, he 
could not, in the face of his people, alter a law of the Medes 
and Persians. He therefore committed Daniel to the den, 
with an assurance that his God would deliver him : and 
such indeed was the fact After a restless night of anxiety, 
the king hastened to the den, and called to Daniel to know 
if his God had indeed preserved him. "Then said Daniel, 
O king, live for ever. My God hath sent his angel, and 
hath shut the lions' mouths, that they have not hurt me." 
The king then commanded Daniel's accusers to take his 
place in the den, where they met with swift destruction. — 
Dan. vi. 

DANIEL'S VISION. 

It was now Daniel's lot to be exercised with dreams and 
visions of the night, of a strange and awful kind. In the 
seventh chapter of his book, this is related at length, and the 
interpretation given. In the last six chapters of Daniel we 
have a series of prophecies referring to the advent of Christ ; 
the rise and fall of Antichrist ; the future restoration of the 
Jews ; the victory of Christ over all his enemies ; and the 
universal prevalence of true religion. — Dan. vii. 
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JONAH'S FLIGHT TO JOPPA. 

Jonah is generally considered as the most ancient of the 
prophets, and is supposed to have lived ahout 840 years 
before Christ He was bom at Gath-hepha, in Galilee. 
Altiiough no doubt a pious man, his natural temper seems 
to have been peevish and irascible. " Now the word of the 
Lord came unto Jonah, the son of Amittai, saying, Arise, 
go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry against it ; for their 
wickedness is come up before me. But Jonah rose up to 
flee unto Tarshish from the presence of the Lord, and went 
down to Joppa. But the Lord sent out a great wind into 
the sea, and there was a mighty tempest in the sea, so that 
the ship was like to be broken." — Jonah i. 



JONAH CAST INTO THE SEA. 

" Then the mariners were airaid, and cried every man unto 
his god, and cast forth the wares that were in the ship into 
the sea, to lighten it of them. But Jonah wais gone down 
into the sides of the ship ; and he lay, and was fast asleep. 
So the shipmaster came to him, and said unto him. What 
meanest thou, O sleeper ? arise, call upon thy God, if so be 
that God will think upon us, that we perish not And they 
said every one to his fellow. Come, and let us cast lots, that 
we may know for whose cause this evil is upon us. So they 
cast lots, and the lot fell upon Jonah. Then said they unto 
him, Tell us, we pray thee, for whose cause this evil is upon 
us ; what is thine occupation ? and whence comest thou ? 
what is thy coimtry ? and of what people art thou ? And he 
said unto them, I am an Hebrew ; and I fear the Lord, the 
God of heaven, which hath made the sea and the dry land. 
Then said they unto him, What shall we do unto thee, that 
the sea may be calm unto us ? for the sea wrought, and was 
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tempestuous. And he said unto them, Take me up, and 
cast me forth into the sea ; so shall the sea he calm unto 
you : for I know that for my sake this great tempest is upon 
you. Nevertheless the men rowed hard to hring it to the 
land ; hut they could not Wherefore they cried unto the 
Lord, and said, We heseech thee, O Lord, we beseech thee, 
let us not perish for this man's life : for thou, O Lord, hast 
done as it pleased thee. So they took up Jonah, and cast 
him forth into the sea." — Jonah L 



JONAH DELIVERED FROM THE WHALE. 

It is said that "the sea ceased from her raging '* wh6n 
Jonah was thrown into it Certainly the prophet had some 
sense of justice, and not a little intrepidity, thus to remove 
the occasion of calamity from his shipmates. They no 
doubt thought he had now got merited and certain destruc- 
tion for some great crime. But " the Lord had prepared a 
great fish to swallow up Jonah. And Jonah was in the 
belly of the fish three days and three nights. Then Jonah 
prayed imto the Lord, and said, I cried by reason of mine 
affliction unto the Lord, and he heard me ; out of the belly 
of hell cried I, and thou heardest my voice. For thou hadst 
cast me into the deep, in th^ midst of the seas ; and the 
fioods compassed me about : all thy billows and thy waves 
passed over me. Then I said, I am cast out of thy sight ; 
yet I will look again toward thy holy temple. The waters 
compassed me about, even to the soul : the depth closed me 
round about, the weeds were wrapped about my head. I 
went down to the bottoms of the mountains ; the earth with 
her bars was about me for ever : yet hast thou brought up 
my life from corruption, O Lord my God. And the Lord 
spake unto the fish, and it vomited out Jonah upon the dry 
land." — Jonah i. ; ii. 
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JONAH PREDICTS THE DESTRUCTION 
OF NINEVEH. 

" And the word of the Lord came unto Jonah the second 
time, saying, Arise, go unto Nineveh, that great city, and 
preach unto it the preaching that I bid thee. So Jonah 
arose, and went unto Nineveh, according to the word of the 
Lord. Now Nineveh was an exceeding great city, of three 
days* journey. And Jonah began to enter into the city a 
day's journey ; and he cried, and said. Yet forty days, and 
Nineveh shall be overthrown. So the people of Nineveh 
believed God, and proclaimed a fast, and put on sackcloth, 
from the greatest of them even to the least of them. • For 
word came unto the King of Nineveh, and he arose from 
his throne, and he laid his robe from him, and covered him 
with sackcloth, and sat in ashes. And he caused it [the fast- 
ing and sackcloth] to be proclaimed and published through 
Nineveh saying. Yea, let them turn every one from his evil 
way, and from the violence, that is in their hands. Who 
can tell if God will turn and repent, and turn away from 
his fierce anger, that we perish not? And God saw their 
works, that they turned from their evil way ; and God re- 
pented of the evil that he had said that he would do unto 
them; and he did it not" — Jonah iii. 



JONAH'S GOURD. 

Jonah, it seems, careful more for his own honour and 
veracity than for the salvation of souls, was " angry " with 
God that he spared Nineveh; and he beseeched God that 
he would take away his life. " Then said the Lord, Doest 
thou well to be angry ? So Jonah went out of the city, and 
sat on the east side of the city, and there made him a booth. 
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and sat under it in the shadow, till he might see what would 
hecome of the city. And the Lord God prepared a gourd, 
and made it to come up over Jonah, that it might he a 
shadow over his head, to deliver him from his grie£ So 
Jonah was exceeding glad of the gourd. But God prepared 
a worm when the morning rose the next day, and it smote 
the. gourd that it withered. And the sun heat upon the 
head of Jonah, that he fainted ; and he said. It is hetter for 
me to die than to live. And God said, Doest thou well to 
he angry for the gourd ? — Thou hast had pity on the gourd. 
And should not I spare Nineveh, that great city, wherein 
are more than six score thousand persons that cannot dis- 
cern hetween their right hand and their left hand ; and also 
much cattle ? " — Jonah iv. 



ZECHARIAH'S VISION. 

Zechariah was the son of Berechiah. He was bom dur- 
ing the captivity, and came to Jerusalem when the Jews 
were permitted by Cyrus to return to their own country. 
He began to prophesy two months later than Haggai, and 
continued his office about two years. " And I turned, and 
lifted up mine eyes, and looked, and, behold, there came four 
chariots out from between two mountains of brass. In the 
first chariot were red horses ; and in the second, black horses ; 
and in the third, were white horses ; and in the fourth, 
grisled and bay horses. Then I said imto the angel. What 
are these ? And the angel said, These are the four spirits 
of the heavens, which go forth from standing before the 
Lord. 
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